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And whoſoever will, let him take the Water of Lite 


freely. _ 1 / Rev. Xxii. 17. 
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its virtues, therefore tho 
wilt, call. this Book, Buna 
aſter a Water, of Life. 1. 
thontheat--large; the excellent nature an 
quality thereof, not can that SO be done by 
— . of men or angels. | Y : 
is have laid, and 'fg; ſayiag, ſaid truly, 
that - whoſoever -ſhall drink a this, eat, 
ſhall find it in him a well of water; and not 
only ſo, but a well ſpringing up in him to 
euerlaſting life, let his diſeaſe be what it will. 
And las man in their bills, for ognviction to 
readers, do give an account to the country 
aß the: perſous cured: and the diſeaſes thas.. 
have been removed by liquors and prepa - 
ratiohs, that bre, been made for that 9 
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EE. “ iv 1 
4 fo could I, were it not already, in Holy Wriz, 
done by an infallible pen to my hand, gi 


pon agcounts of numbericſs numbers that 

| haz not thade-r6 ld, buitdlive 
for ever, by drinking of this water, this 

7 Pure nter of ſife. 

rare removed from hence; and live where 


_- they cannot be ſpoken wi yer; obut 
| abundance them do ſtill remain an 
WY bitumen Torr or 1 
F tho woulteſt dfin ity drink 
—.— thbemiyelt nette dez 
1 tedunterfeii: koow }Þ- 
the hand of dur Lord, 
rue 
eee in the 
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Shou Fog at re any 
World, and ev end i 
dee thip water ed. . Bob y advite1 
that toon go diregtiy to the as thyſelf, 
Hb. iv. 119 for us thou art -bidden,tconiers 
tte waters, 22 2. IV. 1. Rev. ii. 6. andirhere 
thou ſhalt be ſure to have that which {s#righe 
and good, u that which will certainly. malie 
| 2 let thy diſeaſe 6# trouble, or pain 
malady, be what it will. Fortheprice 
re not for that, it is cheap endugh, thiscis 
to be had without * or price, I will 
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f 8 faith God and the Lamb, Rev. xxii- 


to him that is a-thirſt of the fountain of 
the water of life freely. Hence he ſays 


again, - whoſoever will, let him take the 


water of life freely; ſo that thou haſt no 
ground to keep back becauſe of thy poverty; 
nay, for the poor it is prepared, and ſet open, 
to the poor it is offered, the poor and needy 
may have it-of tree coſt, Ia. xli. 17, 18. 
But let it not be ſlighted becauſe it is 
offered to thee upon terms ſo full, ſo free. 
For thou art ſick, and fick unto death if 
thou drinkeſt not of it, nor is there any other 


than this that can heal thee, and make thee 


well. Farewel. The Lord be thy phyſi- 
clan. 4 \ 


So prays thy friend, 


JOHN BUN VAN. 
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q HEALS 3 Wag 100 a 
« « And he ſhowed mers pure river of "Irater 
of life, clear as cryſtal, proceeding; out 
0 of the throne ot God, my . LOU? 
*q Neun xi. 1. — | : 
E. 82 * . ee 1 33h 
** ESE words'are part of that deſcription 
That in wer. 9, one of the ſeven angels, 
ich Rad the ſeven vialt full of the ſeven laſt 
lagues, gave unto John of the New J eruſalem, 
of the fate of that goſpel church that ſhall 
de in the latter days. «© Wherefore he ſaith 
0% and ſhowed me; HE”? the angel ſhowed: me. 
IR the text we haye theſe things to eonfider 
Fx: The matter; the ſubject re f the text, 
aud hat is, the water 'of life. e ſhowed * 
eme the water of life.” W ee IE 
II. We. have alſo the Mikey o t 
water ſhv 0 b him 11 that 1 I under the no- 
not of a river he ſhowed me a river of the wa- 


ter of life, 


— 


8 The Water of Life. 


111. He ſhows him alſo the head, or well- 
ſpring from whence this river of water of life 
proceeds, and that is, 4 the throne of God?” 
and of the Lamb. #* He ſhowed me ariver of 
«« water of life, proceedin ng out - the trove of 
« God, and. df the Lamb _ 1 

IV. We have alſo here the FL and qua- 
| lity-of Ahis Water. tis pure, tis clear as cryſtal, 

And he ſhowed me a pure river of water of 
«life, .clear as cryſtal, proceeding out of the 
ic tHrone of God und of the Lamb. ? 
We will begin with ehe firſt of theſe, to wit, 
wien the matter, the ſubject matter, of the text, 
which is, the water of life. Theſe words (water 


of life) are metaphorical, or words ek 1 2 


thing moſt excellent is 7 a0 c | 
plified before our 2 and 101 5 15 
ſpirit, of grace, the ſpirit and "grace of 
And che words, water of life, are words 
apt to preſent i it to us by; for what is more 15 
than water, and what more beneficial, and more 
deſirable than life.? Therefore I ſay it ĩs com: 
pared to, or called, Be water pClife. A en 
FE water of life. 2 K 
his, in is the ſpirit; of grace, or the rit an 
ace of A is (ny hits 05 nf er, 
Firſt, the ſpirit of Grace is in other places 
compared to water: and, 
Secondly, it is alſo called the ſpirit of. life 
Juſt.as here it is preſented unto us, he ſhow 
me the water of life. | 
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ſpiric of grave iv\&o Th 
5 «ſaith ine Lambl, , drickeeds: 
ten at T hall giveguimgtballineter 

21 Bpx1 he 8 ſhalfi give, him, 
Ul bg i Rin a well bf water dpringiup in 
ſe 1h Lo le? Job inal hit can bene! 
y ne de henden) burr therfpitinof, grace! 
t. 8 Rarlot, the guman of gamgria, 
oratiot-fier πτ tf! 
as alſo of the Micreok? Which water 
alſo is here ſaid to be ſuch as wilbtpaung-iuprin. 
them have it, as a well into evetlaſtng. 
le.: wild: SIigd 24 77 Neg. uſt ©1975 de Ni 

Ages, ir the dag br thavgorandap nf ne 
feaſt, Jeſus tod and cried, ſayingl If any 
or maid" thirſt let him dome unto wr md drink, 72 

+ fn A 2 30 39. Fur of hat whijh,z of 

Avers! waters: But what are they þ 
why; jou keys % Enis he ſpake of the ſpiv 
xit, which they chat believe in him bald wy 


«cave. tot v5; A el 11 22 


Vea, the propllets and i ſervants ,of God in 
ur Ohl Teftamént, Aid takerthtis water of life 
ſot the ſpiriꝭ of grace thut ſhould 1 ens 
days !be' poured but: intg the and ling, rh 
Ifaiah calls water God's ſpirit and b cfling, and 
Zechariah, the ſpitit of grace. 1 
1 Will pour Water upon him That is thirty, | 
and floods upon the dry grdand, I will. pour 
of my mou upon thy ſeed; and. my Þlefling upon 


4 
- 


4 Y 92 


en e Lifts | 
1-4/6; Rive 3. i And Zechs- 
nas ſaith, will pour u the, 1 of 
co Bari, 560 son the Eb 
3 ſpirit nyt rerk and . 
they ſhah msn. Zech N, 10. Ui · 
hold, in allcheſe places the ſpirit! of; 2 5 Is. 
eee. and fur aur 8 it is) 
compar to water, to à 2 
ſprings of water, and to floods 6f water. „ 
* 4285 t is alſo called the ſpiriz.of life. "EFF; > +0 
.nqMotedloletys ** 1 0 N 58 5 EI un 
- 23: More openly- 
"Firſt, more clolely, where ith called 4 net 
«+ water; und ster {priagivgiopiaFrefiaſiing | 
* life,” Jobmdu-u,õg,, in, b. Au. 
We - or expreſ i, it 
| >: called c. called the ſpirit offilife4 And, Wer, ;thr 
days and a haf, ** the of nile Ca 
. entered into them, and they ſtoad upon the 
« feet. Rev. xi. 10% & 161%) 155 | 
From hence therefore l ontlude; that. Ta 
theſe-terms, water ofllife, i t the ſpirit of 
grace, or the ſpirit and! grace af the goſpel. 
And the terms are ſuchi as are; moſt apt 19 ſet 
: erg peter grace. of the by 
Nes, gan anbei 95642 1: ed fil 
+. Firſt, by this term WATER, an oppoſition 
to nm is preſented unto us. Sin is compare 
ta water; to deadly waters, and man is ſaĩd to 
drink it, as one that dtinketh waters, How 


— 2 = wa. <+u 


© Beans Li 11 

CT d abomidable and filthy is man, 
; My hich drinketh hr pre water; Jobn 
and the ſpirit of 


X67 t ſo then chat 
gerate is ater, it is to ſhoh what 
' an antidote grace — inſt fin; it is as I may 


- call it, coumter- poiſon to ĩt It is the only thing 
-by the virtue of which ſin can be N ur 
„Fange. and overtom. 
Setondly, hy this term WaTgR, you have an 
"alo"'to” the curſe. that is due to fin 
ned umtb you. The curſe is eompared to 
water, ie remedy is "compared to water.— 
Let the eurſe come into the bowels of the 
% damned,“ Pal. cix. 18, ſaith the pſalmiſt, 
"like water! The grace of God alſo, as you wag 
is compared to water. The curſe is burnin 
* water is Cooling; the curſe doth burn with n 
fire, cooling is by the grace of the holy goſpel 
but they that overſtand the day of grace, wall 
not obtain to cool their tongues ſo much of this 
Water as will hang on the tip of one's ſinger. 
- Thirdly, water is alſo of a ſpreading nature, 
and ode im; wherefore ſin may for this alſo be 
compared to watery, Luke xvi. 24, 25. It over- 


ſpreads the Whole man, and infects every mem- 


ber; it covereth all as doth water. Grace for 
this cauſe may alſo be compared to water, for 
that is of a ſpreading nature, and can, if God 
will, cover the face of the whole earth; of body 
and ſoul. 
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iI: (Iliad. 
4 r off d fduſing, dakliog-paure, 
a n oa waſhing - aleabing Vj t; 
2nd the; ſpirit f grncę as com- 
„eee WII.“ God, oſprin- 
1 kle:deanwaten upon you (my ipuit;>war 27) 
4-46 .and-yeoſhall be clean, and rom all oH f- 
idinéſs; and from alhybur ; Jols wil & pequſe 
| Aen. Exel. xxx f % + inpne 
Fifihly, water; the element of water pato- 
1 ; Tall ly de ſcands d aud abides: inuπ⁹ )] fg, in 
_ © valleys amd; places which are; under wok and 


che. grece.of Gods:and ae ſpins of grace, is of 
chat nature allo; the bills and-Jafty.jmguntains 
bade not the rivers running aver, che do of 
tbem : no, though - they may run o eng 
* them, Prov. ui. 34 James iw ag bus they 


run among the vallies:- and Gd teßgeth 
«the proud, but giveth Enn. 
2 to the lowly,” Ait Rete wil; ol nd 
- 1. Gixthly; the: grace of. 1 to 
water; ſof that it ĩs dich cauſeth: ruit fulneſs; 
water cauſeth ;fruitfelpfs,; want of water is the 
cauſe of batrenneſs; and this is the ren en Nh 
the whole world. is fo empty af fruit. to God - 
wandt even becauſe ſo few- af the -childien;of 
men have the put of Ses g their paarts, 
- Bot, v4 4% A in. 31155 Bd! 
- Secondly, 24 12 is a ſpecial fignification i in 
chi term (water), * alſo in this term 


bas. 


_ 


ca 


- þ * 
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RR Water of Life 1; 
(life) water of life. He ſhowed me the wa- 


_ « ter of life.“ In that therefore there is added 


to this word (water) that of (lifg)," it is, in the 
general, to ſhow what excellent virtue and ope- 
ration there is in this water. It is agua witee, 
water of life, or water that hath a health and 
life in it. And this term ſhows us, 

Firſt, “ chat the world of graceleſs men are 
&« dead: dead i in treſpaſſes and fins, Jobn v. 


21,25. Eph. ii 1. Col. ü. 13. Dead, that is, | 
without life and motion Godward, in the my of 


the teſtament of his Son. 
Secondly, it alſo ſhows us, that there is not 


any thing in the world, or in the doctrine of 
the world, the law that can make them live.“ 


Life is only in this water, Death is in all other 
things. The law, I ſay, which is that that 
would if any thing i in the whole world, give life 


. Unto the world, but that yet killeth, condemn- 
eth, and was added that the. offence might 
abound : wherefore there is no life either in the 


world, or in the doctrine of the world: tis 
only in. this water, in this grace of Ged, which 
1s here called the water of life, or God's aqua 
Vie 

hirdly, it is alſo called the water r of life; to 
ſhow, © that by the grace of God men may 
« hve,” how dead ſoever their ſins have made 


them. When God will ſay to a ſinner, live,” 


though he be dead in bis fins, “ he ſhall live.“ 
| * 


— 
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"14 | ' 
„When thou waſt Rn r 
„ thee; live; yea, when thou waſt in thy blood, 

„ faid, live,” Exel. xvi 8, 9. And again, 
The dead ſhall hear the voice of the Son of 
God, and they that hear {hall live,” "7s 


v. 
That is, when be ſpeaks words of grace, abd 
mixeth thoſe words with the ſpirit, agd grace of 
' the goſpel, then men ſhall live ; for ſuch words, 
| Þ attended, and ſych words only, are ſpirit and 
life.” The words that I {peak unto you,” faith 
1 Chriſt, 40 they are Piri, and they are life, * 
Jobs vi. 63. 
5 Fourthly, 1 in that this grace of God i is here 
_ Preſented unto us under the terms of water of 
life, it is to ſhow that ſome are fick of that 
diſeaſe that nothing can cure but that. There. 
ate many diſeaſes in the world, and there are 
alſo remedies for thoſe diſeaſes but there is a 
diſeaſe that nothing will, can, or ſhall-cure, 
but a dram of this bottle,” a draught of this 
agua wvite, this water of liſe. This is inti- 
mated by the invitarion; „let him take the 
«© water of life freely,” Mark ii. 17. And 
again, I ü will give to him that is athirſt of the 
el fountain of the water of life freely.“ This 
- 3s ſpoken to the ſick, to them that are ſick of 
- the diſeaſe that only Chriſt, as a Phyfician, wich 
bis water of life, ean cure. 
But few are ſick of this Cuſeaſe, | but few hive 
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We come 
thing dar Alen we are preſented by the text; 
and. th tha} is, „ the quantity that there Is of this 
«water 7 of life.“ qu 
me @ river of water of life.” Waters that 
are cordial, and that have. in them a faculty to 

| give, life to them that want it, and to maintain 
fe where: it is, are rare and N. and. to be 
1 only in cloſe; places, and Iſttle quantifies 3 : 
but here you fee there Is es webs a 1855 
z A ne 54 riyer of water of life. in wy 
| handling 15 this point, I will how yo, 
Firſt. & What a rivge of N of life this 


s 


: Secondly, * cc And then d ap, fome inference 


1. therefrom.”! 
LL Why + &. re "thi i: is; this! my of da 

0 us 5 
f It is a FS river. li is a river. that! is Hot 
Katlow, but deeps with an Q the depth! 1 
will wake their waters deep,” faith God. 
And. again, “ They have drunk of the deep 
ie waters,“ Exzck. xxxii. 14. 958 Lat 18. A 


river of water: of life is a deep river 
þ more. Why, 1 ſoul- ed. aig ſinner, 


| The Wer 7 Life 15 
what it is to be made fick of this diſeaſe. 
" Thete is nothing can make fick of this di ſeaſe, 
but the law and fin, and nothing can dure but 
the grace of God by he golpel, called here the 

water of life. 


5% dl Aide bf the ſecond 


ir a river“ He ſhowed 


[4 
o 


* 


ro 
thou 


15 2 54 4 * 7 5 * Ry = 
| ER The Water of Life. | 
\ + thou that art ſick of that diſeaſe that nothing cal 


cure but a portion of this river of the water of 


life: Here is a river for thee; a deep river for 


thee. Thoſe that at firſt ard coming to God by 


| Chriſt for life are of nothing ſo inquiſitive, as of 


whether, there is grace rs, in him to faye 
them. Bot for their comfort, here is abundance, 


the water of life for them to drink of. 


8 


btoad, Ephe/; iii. 18. Fob xi. 9. Wherefore 


as thou art. to know, the depth, that is, . that it 


is deep ;“ ſo thou art toknow its bfeadth, that 


is, ** that it 1s broad, Exel. xlvü. 5. It is 
broader than the ſea, „a river that cannot be 
er paſſed over. Never did man yet go from 
one ſide of this river to the other, When the 


abundance of 13 55 a rjver, a deep river of 


. As the river it deep, ſo it is wide and 


WY 


waters indeed were riſen ;* and now they are 


< riſen,” even, now, they proceed out of the 


throne of God and of the Lamb too. Hence 


this grace is called the unſearchable riches of 
«« Chriſt,” Zphe/: ili. 8. Sinner, fick" finner, * 
. what-ſayeſt thou to this? wouldeſt thou wade, 


wouldeft thou ſwim ? here thou n | 
n 


*tis deep, yet fordable at firſt entrance. A 
hen thou thinkeſt thou haſt gone through and 
gh it, yet turn again and try once more, 


that cannot be paſſed over. If thou canſt ſwim 
here thou mayeſt roll op and down, as the fiſhes 


It find it deeper than hell, and à river 


N 


The Water of Life. 353 


o in the ſea» Nor needeſt thou feat drowaing 


in this river? it will bear thee up, and carrx 


thee over the 19 hills, as Naah's waters 
did carry the ark. 


3. As this river of — ot life is deep and 


ſo tis a river that is full of waters. «A 
river may be deep and not full. A river may 
be broad and not deep. Ay, but here is a river 


deep, and broad, an full go. Thou watereſt 


it; thou greatly enricheſt it with the river of 
God, which is full of water; Eſal. lxvi. g. Full 
of grace and truth. Fill the water pots, faith 
Chriſt, up to the brim. The waters of a full 
cup the wicked ſhall have, and a river full of 
the water of life, is provided for thoſe who i in- 


deed has a defire thereto... 


4. As this river is deep, bread; and full, fo 
it Sil aboundeth with water, £zek. alvi. 5. 
Paal, cxlvii. 18. Theaters, ſays the prophet, 


were riſen. Hence the Holy Ghoſt faith, God 


cauſeth the waters to flow /: and again, and it 
ſhall come to paſs in that day (the day of the 


4 goſpel) that the mountains. ſhall drop with. new 
wine, and the hills ſhall low with milk, and all 
the rivers of Judah ſhall flow. with waters, and 


a founzain ſhall come forth. of the bpaſe of the 
Lord, and ſhall water the valley of Shittim, 
Joel iii, 18. When a river flows, it has mote 


water than its banks can bound; it has water, 


. he ſmote * rock that the waters 
* 33 þ 


% 


18 The Water of Life. 
ed out, and the ſtream overflowed, Phat. 
20. 


nified by theſe waters, is a river that abounds, 
and that overflows its banks in an infinite and 
unſpeakable manner. Thus much for the river, 


a river deep, broad, full, and abouoding with 
this hare; with this ſpirit and once? of che 
pe 
Secondly, now 1 batt come 'to draw ſome 
inferences from it, that is, from this term, a 
river. A river of water of life. | 
Firſt then, a river is water that is common, 
common in the ſtreams, though otherwiſe in the 
head. This river proceeds out of the throne, 
and fo, as to its riſe, tis ſpecial; tis alſo called 


bat as it is a river, tis common,' and for com- 
mon uſe, and for common good. Hence the 
race of God is called the common falvation, 
ude iii. for that by the word there is no re- 
. Rraint, no denial to, or forbidding of = that 
will from receiving thereof. 
7 And whoſoever will, let him ale the water 
fe freely, Rev xxii. 17, what can mage fully 
declare the commonneſs of a thing. Ve a 
river is called at the very head of it, an 1 open 
fountain, a fountain opened to the houſe of 
Judah, and inhabitants of Jeruſalem,” Zech. 
xiũi. bo —_ by Judah and Jeruſalem is com- 


This Aer or water of life, which is alſo * 8 


to wit, what a river of water of life it is. It is 


— 


the water of life; and as it is ſuch, tis ſpecial; 


a 


1 
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prebended every ſoul that would: dritk of the 


water of life or living” water. And hence it is 


that this river is ſaid to pop don to the de- 
« ſert and to the ſea, Exelt. xlvii g, were all 
kinds of fiſhes are. By fea is meant the world, 
and by fiſh the people, and thither Mall run chis 
river of water of life. But, | 5 

Secondly, though a river, in the tream⸗ of 
it, is common, yet a river, as it paſſes through 


a country or province, will chooſe its own way. 
It will alſo fetch its compaſſes and cireuits; it 


will go about and reach hither and thither; 


and according to its courſes, it will miſs by its 


turnings, what places and people it liſts yet it 
is common, for that it lies open; yet it is com- 
mon for all the beaſts of the field. There is 
therefore a difference to be put betwixt the 
commonneſs of a thing and its preſence. A 
thing may be common, yet far ernagh off of 


thee. Epſom, Tunbridge waters, and the Bath, 


may be common, but yet a great way off of 


ſome that have need thereof. The ſame may 


be ſaid of this river, it is common in the ſtreams, 
but it runs its own circ it, ard keeps its own 


water courſes. He ſendeth the ſprings into 


the valleys, Which ran among the hills,” 
P/al. civ. 10. Indeed, he openeth his river in 
bigh places, in his throne and of the Lamb, but 
ſtill they run in the midſt of the vallies to water 
the humble and the lowly... Wherefore thev 


a9 
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that chirſt, ard wonld: drink, are bid 1% come 


down: to chef waters; . Ho, every! one that 


05! thirfteth, cache ye do the waters ; and he that 
« hath nd maney, come ye; buy, Ke. And 
_ I any man thirſt, let him come unto 
0 and drink, Jab vii. 37 The waters 
are common, but you — come to them oe 
they ares of yOu wül be nothing the better 
them. '- Come ye to the water g. 
Tbirdly, this water of life is called a river, to 
intimate to vou. by what ſtare of the ſame it is 
ſuppliad. All rivers have the ſea for their ori- 
de Allthe rivers run into the fea, yet the 


| ea is not full: unto the place from whence 


Ithe rivers came, thither they return again,“ 


Eceleſ. i. 7. And ſo this river of water of life 


is: ſaid to ptoceed out of the throhe, as out of 4 
place where it breaketh out; but the original is 


the ſea, the ocean of grace, which is an Infinite 


Deity, „Thou wilt caſt all our ſins ĩnto the 
_ «© depth of the ſea, Mig. vii. 19, into the 


depth of the ſea of thy grace, Rivers, when they 


are broken up, do- with their gliding ſtreams 
carry away a great deal of filth, which from all 
patts of che . countries through which they run, 


is conveyed into them; and they carry it into 


the ſea, where it is evexlaſtingly allowed up. 

And ob! the filth that is caſt into this river of 
Gd and oh, how many ſinners are waſhed 
White therein, for by their continual gliding 


- 
Mit [== . 
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7 0 they carry chat filch into the midſt of the : 
Ariver will ue 0 the very Rink of; a deat 
dog; nor doth an the ſoil and'draupht that is caſt 
into the rivets, cauſe that tho Ent cam ſhould 
be afraid to make” uſe thekeof: all that have 
ere need to betake themſelves to this river notwith- | 
for || ſtandings” But how much more virtue is there 
I ia this weet river of grace that js deſigned, yea 
to opened on purpoſe t5 waſh: away ſin and un- 
is cleanneſs in, to darty away all our filth, Uſe to 
i- remain as vjttuous sti. 2 2 
he 4. It is called a river, to ſhow: that r helge 
ce Ja continual ſupply, as I may call it, of new a 
„ || freſh grace. | Rivers yield continually freſh an 
fe | new wateri For though the channel or wate 
'a Epurſe in which the water runs i$/ the fame, et 


a 
is the waters themſelves are always new. That 
te | water that but one minute fince, ſtood in this 
de | place or that of the uiver, is now gone, and new 
e and freſh is come in its place And thus it is 
* with the river of God, which is ful of water; 
s it yieldeth continually freſſi ſupplies, fieſh' and 
il Þ new ſupplies of grace to thoſ® that hã de haßt rere 
v in thek: waters. And thiy is the f reaſon” 
o | when fin is pardoned; it ſeems as if it“ were 
| carried away.” Thoſe waters have with their 
7 continual ſtreams, carried away the filth of the 
1 finner from before his face. Itis hot ſo with 
> | ponds, pools, and eiſterns; they will often be 
foul and ſtink, if they be not often emptied, 


; 8 Fr e fun if iſh | 5 
= | again with freſh ater. We m 
then mw a ji . — 5 he grace that 
4 + _ qwchieth in us, 5 of life. 
> We 75, Wa 28, 5, pqols, and;ciſterns that 
N n, held, bug Saal lg, ſoon ſtink, 
* agwatitz bee e grave ut G God is in us if we 
. be vot often. l e A bo veſſel, 
N l 1 LY Gelb grace from 


. ut 285 river is Aways ſweets: . 
m lch 2 waſhed , out of ,the:worl, 
| A or e Its. Water runs with 
"a hh — pliding ream, and ſo. carries away 


E was {aig into che Spy of the 


a$- Tbe grace of o Gol i is. called a.river, to 

WS chat. it 35 only, ſuited 10 thoſe who are 
* capable of living, therein. Water, though 
it is that which every creature dehreth, yet it, is 
- ppt. ap;glement,. which, every, creature can 
live. Who is it chat would not have, the. benefit 
. of grace, of a thrane of grace ? even none but 
| Hale whaſe:,, temper, and gs 95 i 
. ed,.tor 5 e grace 0 
| ge Seb t 8 e fo Br that a 


gn 45 om 12 1 . ISH,3 , for that 


Nee ent in which; the. fiſh 
"4 — 4 at 1 is the life, of the 
F "I , And th ther, ſhall be a very great mul- 

| by titud * fol, becauſe 7025 waters wall e come 

8 thithery; for, ) ſhall: be Ranked s every 


oben * 18. 0 20 30 vd 1e 


* 


and nothing can make him live; 
water, water of life err n and N 100 


ter, but not in the water only. 


En, 75. Wei. 2 
cc thing ſhall live whither the river cometh,” 
Ext. xlvii. g. Art thou a fiſh, man, art W a 
fiſh? cafnſt thou Hve in the water N cant? thou 
live always, a and no where elſe; but in the wa- 
ter? Is grace thy proper element the fiſh 
dieth if ſhe{be taken out of the water; unleſs ſhe 


de timely put in again; the ſaint dieth if he 


Take him from this river, 
let him have 


be not in this river. 


make him die 
1 know that there are ſome things. belides 
fiſh, that can make a ſhift to tive in the water ; 


but the water is not their proper, theit only 


The frog can live in the Wa- 
Give ſome men 
grace and the world, grace and (fin; admit 
them to make uſe of their luſts for pleaſure, 
and of grace to remove their. guilt, and they 
will make a pretty good ſhift, as we ſay: they 


proper element. 


will finely ſcrabbſe on in a profeſſion; but hold 


them to grace only, confine their life to grace, | 
put them into the river, and let them have no- 
thing but river, and they die ; the word and 
way, and nature of grace, is to them as light 
bread, and their ſoul can do nothing but loath 
it, for they are not ſujted and tempered for 
that element. They are fiſh, not -frogs, that 


can live in the river, as in their ogly proper 


element : Wherefore the grace of God, and 
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ſpirit of grace is compared to a river, to ſhow, 
that none but thoſe. can live thereby, whoſe 
_ ſouls and fpirits are ſuited and fitted thereto. 
6. The grace, and ſpirit of grace of God is 
called or compared to a river, to anſwer thoſe 
- unſatiable deſires, and to waſh away thoſe 
+Mmountainous. doubts, . which attend thoſe that 
indeed do thirſt for that drink, The man that 
«thirſteth with ſpiritual ihirſt, fears nothing more 
than that there is not enough to quench his 
thirſt : All the promiſes and ſayings of God's 
- miniſters, to ſuch a man, ſeem but as. thimbles 
; Inſtead of bowls, P/al. xlii. 2. Ixiii. 1, exliii. 6. 
I mean ſo long as his thirſt and .doubts walk 
- hand and hand together. There is not enough 
in this promiſe ; I find not? enòugh in that pro- 
miſe to quench the drought of my thirſting 
ſoul. He that thirſteth aright, nothing but 
- God can quench his thirſt. My ſoul thirſt- 
eth for God, for the living God.“ Well, 
wat ſhall be done for this man * Will bis 
God humour him, and anſwer his defires ? 
Mark what follows:“ When the poor and 
„ needy ſeek water, and there is none, and 
_ »:they can find none, when all the promiſes ſeem 
to be dry, and like clouds that return after the 
rain) “ and their tongue fails for thirſt, | the 
„ Lord will hear them, I the God of Iſrael 
„ will not forſake them.” Ay, but, Lord 
what wilt thou do to quench their thirſt? “1 


* 
T he Water Life. 3; 
how, | © will open rivers,” ſaith he, .** in high places, 
thoſe | and fountains in the midft the valleys. I will 
o. - make the wilderneſs a pool | of water, and the 
od is | * dry land ſprings of water.“ Behold ! here 
thoſe | axe rivers and fountains, a pool, and ſprings, 
thoſe | and all to quench the thirſt of them that thirſt 
that for God. 
that!! Wherefore, as I ſaid, ſuch proviſion for the 
more thirſty, intimates their fears of want, and the « 
1 his} raving appetite of their ſouls after God, Right 1 
>0d's © ſpiritual thirſt is not to be ſatisfied without 
ables} - abundance of grace. And they ſhall be r 
ji. 6. * abundantly atisfied with the fatneſs of thy 
Walk . ** | houſe, and thou ſhalt make them drink of 
ough| © the river of thy pleaſure !'” P/al. xxxvi. 8. 
: 47 The grace of God 1s compa red ta a river, 

ſting} to ſhow the greatneſs of the family of God.“ 
but] He has a family, a great family, and therefore 
ir it is not a little that muſt be « proviees, for them. 
Vell, When Iſrael went out of E :ypt, and thirſted 
* his by the way, God provided for them a river, he 

res? made it guſh out of the rock; for, alas! what 

ana} leis than a river, P/al. bxxviti. 20 could quench 

and the the thirſt of more than ſix hundred thouſand 
ſeem men, beſides women and children ?. 
the! I ſay, what leſs than a river could do it? 
{ the When the people luſted for fleſh, Moſes faid, f 
ſrael 4 Shall the flocks and herds be flain for them 
ord *« to ſuffice them, or ſhall all the fiſh of the ſea 
« I be gathered * for them to ſuffice 
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hs hand ?'* Eyen ſo could not leſs chin 2 Meer 
ſuſtain and ſuffice that great people. Now his 
1 in goſpel-days are not to be diminiſhed, 

ine rea va and if then they had need of A 

river, ſurely now of a ſca } Bnti the river is 

deep and broad; full, and ahounds, or riſes with 
water, ſo it will ſaffice: 

8. The grace of God is calidad to ( 
perhaps to ſhow of what a low eſteem it is with 
the rich and the full. The deffitute indeed 
embrace the rock inſtead of a ſhelter; and the 
Poor and needy, they fcek water; but they 
can drink wine in;bowls, that can ſolace dem- 
ſelves with, as they think, better thinks; they 
come not to this river to drink; they never 


ſay, the ſhall die if they drink not of this wa- 

ter. Iis therefore for the poor, and needy, 

God will lead hem to his living ' fountains of 
Waters, and will wipe ay4y all tears from their 
eyes, Rev. vii. Tr A1 Gee paſs the ſecond, 


and. come to the third particular, aud that is, 
io ſhow the head arid ſpring from whence this 
river proceeds, or ſprings. 

Rivers bave their heads from whence they 
de, out of which they ſpring, and ſo accord- 
. Ingly we read this river has;” wherefore he 
fan, «© He ſhowed me a pure river of water 
of life, clear as cryſtal, proceeding out of the 
*** throne of God, and of he Lamb.” 

1. God is here to de taken for the whole 


„ 
Godhead, Father, Son, and Spirit, for that grace 


proceeds from them all; the grace of the Fa- 
ther, the grace of the Son, and grace of the 
Spirit, is here included. Hence, as the Father 
is called the God of Grate, 1 Pex. v. 10. 
Jobn.i. 4. 16. Heb. u. 29. fo the Son is faid 
to be full of grace; grace to be communicated ; 
and the Holy Ghoſt is called, “the Spirit of 
* Grace.” So then by this we'perceive whence 
grace comes. Were all the: world gracious, 
if God were not gracious, what was man the 
better? if the Father or the Son, or the Holy 
Ghoſt are gracious, if they were not ali gra- 
cious, what would it profit > Hut now God is 


gracious, the three perſons in the Godhead are 


gracious, and fo Jong they that ſeek grace are 
provided for; for that there proceeds from 


them a river, or grace like a flowing ſtream, 


indeed the original of grace to ſinners is the 


JIM of God | none can imagine how lov- 
AY 


God is to finiful man. A little of it is ſeen, 


| bat they that ſee moſt, ſee zur a little. 


But there is added, „ and of the Lamb.“ 


The Lamb is, Jeſus as ſacrificed, Jeſus as 


man, and ſuffering. Hence you have the Lamb, 


at the firſt viſion of the Throne, ſet forth unto 
us, that is, “as flain ; and I beheld, and lo in 
the midſt of the throne and of the four beaſts, 
and in the mĩdſt of the elders, ſtood a Lamb 

as it had been flain.“ Rev. v. 6. 
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Wherefore by this word Lamb, we. ate to 
underſtand who, or by what means grace doth 
now run from the chrone of God, like a river 
5 to the world. It is becauſe of, or through the 
W.- Lamb. We are juſtified freely by the grace 
4 | ggf God, through the redemption that is in 
«« Jeſus Chriſt, => God hath ſet forth to be 
| .<© a. propitiation, through faith in his blood. 
FA And again, we have redewption through his 
„blood, even the forgiveneſs of fins, accord- 
ge 82 Ago richneſs of God's grace.” Rom. 
i. 7. 
"Nor 22 the Lamh of God, by becoming a 
means, through death, of the conveyance of 
grace to us, at all darken the nature or glory 
of grace, but rather doth ſet ĩt off the more. For 
wherein can grace r love more appear, than 
| ; in his ling down his life for us ? Le ſpeak now 
— of the grace of the von. And c could 
the nature and glory of gtace of the Father 
more appear than in giving his Son to death for 
us, that grace might, in a way of jullice as well 
as mercy, be beſtowed upon the world ? where- 
fore, as he ſaith here, that the river of water 
of life proceedeth from God, ſo he adds, that 
f the Lamb, becauſe he would have us, while we 
are entangled and overcome with this river of 
God's pleaſure, not to forget what it coſt the 
Lamb of God, that this grace might come 
to us. 


Poona ht 
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For the riches of grace and of wiſdom is, 
that grace comes to as not only by a way of 
mercy and compaſſion, but in the way of juſtice 


And equity: bat that could be by no other 


means, but by redeeming blood. Which re- 
deeming blood came not from us, nor yet 
| through our contrivance or advice ; wherefore, 


whatever i it is to the Lamb, ſtill all is of grace 


do us. Yea, the higher, the greater, the richer 
is grace, by how much the more ĩt coſt the F — 
and the Lamb, that we might enjoy it. 

' man ſhall not only deſign me a purſe 45 gold, 
but ſhall venture his life to bring it it me; this is 
of ory indeed, But alas! what are a thouſand 


h ſhort compariſons to the axſearchable love | 


of Chrift. 
The Lamb they 1 
through whom the grace of G6d doth come to 
It proceeds from the throne of God 
und of 
nos as a donator ; from him, not only as a 
means of conveyance, but as ene that has power 
to give grace; power, as he is the Son of Man. 
For the Son of Man, he is the Lamb; and as 
he is the Lamb, it cometh from him. «© The 
Son of Man had power on earth to forgive 
* fin,” Mar. ix. 6. 1 Cor. i. 3. 2 Cor. i. 2 Gal. 


i. 3. and that before he had actually paid to 


| God the price of our redemption. But how 


much more no-? . Paul, in his prayer 
3 


— , 
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The Water of L. 29 


15 ds from. iis; by, or 


e Lamb. And it proceeds from him 
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—— os 


* 


% TheWauref Lift. 
for grace and peace for ſaints, ſupplicates 


/ both God and the Lamb. Grace toyou 


* from God the Father, and from our Lord 
je Chriſt.” Eph. i. . 
4 Proceeding out of the throne.” Formerly 

this river of waters is {aid to come from under 
the threſhold of the hovſe of the Lord, Exel. 

xlvii , And it is. ſaid again, they ſhall go 
out from Jeruſalem, that is the church or houſe 
of God fill, Zech. xiv. 8. Ia that they are 
_ aid to come out from under the threſhold, it 
may be 10 intimate that they ran but ſlow for- 
- merly, if compared to what they do now. 
Which might alſo be fignified by this,” that 
& they iflued out; that that iſſues out ordi- 
narily comes forth but ſlowly. Alſo the pro- 

- phet ſaith, tbe firſt time he went through the 

waters, they were but up to the angles, Exel. 

._ xlvit. 3, 4. But what is ancle- deep to that 
which followeth after ? it is ſaid alſo to come 

out from jeruſalem, where, I perceive, were 

no great rivers, to intimate, that as long as the 
firſt prietthood, firſt temple, and type, were in 
their ſplendor, only the +27 hk of heavenly - 

- things were in uſe, and that then grace ran but 

 flpwly, nor would run much taſter, becauſe Je- 
ſas was not yet glorified. For the ſpirit and 
abundance of grace was to be given not before, 

but after his aſcenſion, . 
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Wherefore, now Jeſus is aſcended, now he 


is glorified. ;. now, grace -proceeds from the 
e throne, not from the threſhold: of the houſe. 


« He ſhowed me a pure river of water of life, 


«« clear as cryſtal, proceeding from or out of 
*« the. throne of God, and of the Lamb.“ Exud. 
XXV. 17. . 


Fe throne. ] That of which the mercy-ſeat 


was a type; that which is called the throne of 


grace, Heb. iv. 16. And it is called the throne - 


of grace even therefore, becauſe it is that from, 


or out of which proceeds this river of water of- 


life, this overflowing grace of God. Now it 
may be aſked, What 1s the throne of grace ? 
Ia. xxii. 22, 23. and I ſhall anſwer, It is the 


humanity of Chriſt. He is the throne, he is 


the Jacob in which God fitteth, - And he ſhall 
be' or a glorious throne to his Father's houſe, 


Rev. iii. 7. The fulneſs of the Godhead dwells 
in him bodily; and God was in Chriſt recon- 


ciling, the world unto. himſelf, nor can grace 


come to men but by Chriſt, nor can God reſt 
as to. our ſalvation but in him. But becauſe I 


have ſpoken of this thing .more particularly 


upon that text, · Let us therefore come boldly 
*« to the throne of Grace, &c. I ſhall there- 
fore here ſay no more. | 


Only, mechinks, it is a glorious title that the 


” 


Holy Ghoſt has given to the humanity of Chriſt, 
in that he calls it the throne of God; and me- 
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1 it is not for things of an inferior qua- 
lity to aſcend or aſſume a throne. - Now, then, 
ſince this river of water of life proceeds from 
the throne, i it intimates, that in grace and mer- 
cy there Is great ma majeſty ; for grace; as 

5 3 r has 1 Fe = thrane. And 
| wg there is nothing in beaven or earth that 


Awe che beart, as thy grafe of. God God, 
es a man 


can 


* Hyjea int. 5. It is that Which m 


it is that Lich makes a njaotremble, it is >" 
Which makes à than bow and bend, and break 
to pieces, Jer. xxxiii. 9. eren Vas "that 
E und commanding greatneſs in, and 

on the hearts of the ſons ep, a3 has the 

grace of God, 

$0 that, 1 ſay, when he day: that the river 
of grace proceeds out of the throne of God, it 
* is to ſhow,us what a majeſty, what a cammand- 
ing greatneſs, there is in . The love of 
brit con ſtraineth us. 
When Moſes weut up to the * the firſt 
time to receive the law, he did exceedingly fear 
and quake. Why ? "becauſe" of the fire and 
_ limoke, _— Tr: and thunder, Kc. . But 


it, as to comma 
And therefore grace has given to it the title of 
f ſoyereiguty, or of one that reigns 
it called ** the throne of grace,” Heb. iv. 16. 
"that, on which it ſits and reigns, as well as that 
fram whence it proceeds. 
l thiau 
„ Chriſt our Lord. Rom. v. 21; 


when. he went up the ſee d time thither, 7 he 
% made baſle and bow 
1 earth, and worſhipped.” But why? becauſe 
it was before fern Or that 5 Lord was 
e gracious and merciful, long-ſufferin 71 and 


Las abundant in om org truth ; eeping 
** merey or 8 r ivin in uity, 
ce tranſgreflion, and ſin, U F * wh , 


There is nothing ee, the heart 
like grace, and ſo obligeth ſo. ſincere and un- 
fei ned obedience as has. *+« Examine me, O 

ord,” ſaid David, prove me, and try 
*© my reins and my heart, for thy loving kind- 
rs neſs is before my eyes, and 1 have Walked 
% in thy truth,“ ” Plabm XXVi. 2, 3. | Therefore 


he ſaith again, „O Lord, our God, how ex- 
ue cel 


t is thy loving kindneſs in all the earth ! 
that loving kindneſs is marvellous ;”” for 
that majeſty," and that excellent glory in 
"the heart, and ſubdue fin. 


5 


The throne 


« Grace reigns 
righteouſneſs to eternal life, by Jeſus 


adly, As a throne is a ey: of majeſty and 
. greatneſs, and fo tan awe, ſo it is An ſeat of 
* — legiſlative power, and ſo will 
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his head towards the 
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| awe; this is confirmed from what was ſaid but 
nw, grace r 5 1s. Wherefore it is expeQed, 
char the r the 'word of God's grace 
T ur thereto, and that at hed the 
- FJ "that 8 not ſhall be damned,“ 27 a 
Word of power, of law, and keys by 
ed ber bal find it o. Grace 
from the e ftom the chrone o Ga, And 
of the Lamb. Wherefoie, finoer, here is laid 
4 neceflity "upon. thee,” one of the two muſt be 
- thy lot; either; mol muſt accept of God's grace, 
_— 4 be = i » bay ſaved*freely thereby, not- 
i widhſtandib ry d e and r 
Ae Fog a | chow po be - 
rebelli „ Ah r thy r ng o 5 100. 
- Wher bre ade ich rel, ae pct 
"what ts beſt to be done. 18 1; better that thou 
ſubmit 0 the} race ad mercy of od and that 
u accegt of p face to reigh for thee, in thee, 
1 d over zllee, 94. how Mode ra the ha- 
beef duninitioþ; bechble'thou'would- 
ett nor de ſaved by grace? under this 1 
4 19 * 45 Py now in authority! N 2 
; AT Ne s from” the” Fall | 
pho KY it by nant perous: fing, jeg. 
ep} or diſowripg of m in auth6rity ; 
1 aal aer rey) than againſt he 
*  , that, js. in authority: ie wrath-of a king 
1 25 is 28" 5 rs of des. Freut xvi. v4 
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« 7 5 LH alion,* ha? is the Wrath of 
God ? and you know, to defpi dd re- 
faſe.) parden,. ta be unwilling Fo beet from 
guilt and puniſhment du © jrealons, th 
Way, ſince that alſo is - beſt Ways. 0 
that provoke 7 how hot will that make wrath? 1538 
e it is free 
grace, grace from the throne; ” | 
how ker bn 6 e ke 66 ew upon | 
; * This teh, TRIED og grave and | 
: 5 . 7 Or mo ve a A 
ſedate thoughts. Thou 9 8 ſtrait, wile — 1 
Erl uk * . 0 
hands of the Lord ? .wilt thou hell for fin, | 

YO, as was 2 


dr to life by grace? Ove of 
ſaid before, maſt be thy lot; Fey grace is king, I 
is upon the throee, and. will admit of no other 3 


| way to glory. In and by, it thou-muſt Rand, if * 
Id. thou haſt any hope, or canſt at all rejoice in | 
11 hope of the: glory of God, Ron, v. 2. wht vs f 14 
7 Thitdiy, as the throne is the ſeat of meh 3 


iS and authority, ſo.it-i5 the higheſt ſeat of autho- 
8. ſs! here is none above the throne, there is no 


F from the throne: There are inferior courts _ * 
4＋ of Jodicature,, there are, under-governors, and = 
: 187 may ſometimes perhaps be faulty, wherefore 

8 me caſes an appeal from ſoch may de law- j 


+ | ful or permitted; but from the throne none can 2 
I appeal. ** Now | grace is üpon the throne, * 
« reigns upon the throne, proceeds from the 


% 
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«« chrone.“ A man may appeal from the lau 
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do the throne, from Moſes to Chriſt; from kim kim 


that ſpake on earth to him that ſpeaks from 


heaven ; but from heaven to earth, from Chriſt 


to Moſes, none can appeal. Moſes bimſelF-has 
- forbid it. For Moſes truly ſaid unto the 


« Fathers, a prophet ſhall the Lord your God 
tc raiſe up unto you, of your brethren like unto 
% me, him ſhall ye hear in all things whatſoever 
he ſhall ſay ho you: and it ſhall come to 
„ paſs, that every ſoul which will not hear that 

« prophet, ſhall Ul be deſtroyed from among the 
4 people, At wi. 22, 23. 

See here, this u prophet judges ; i in the 
higheſt court he is 9 45 of grace, the throne 
by which grace reigns; and even Moſes admits 
5 5 from himſelf an appeal may be made to 
this prophet; yea, he allows · that men my flee 
from himſelf to this prophet for refupe ; but 
there muſt be no appeal from him. T ou muſt 
| hear him or die. How ſhall we eſcape, if we 


turn away from him that ſpeaketh from hea- 
© ven?” Heb. x1. 


This, therefore, is to be duly weighed and 
deeply conſidered by us. It is not a faint, nor 
a miniſter, nor a prophet, nor an angel that 
ſpeaks, for all theſe are but ſervants, but infe- 
riors; no, it i is a ** voice from the throne, from 
authority; it is the Lord from heaven. Thi: 


grace proceeds from the throne, and therefore 


21. Water of 175 | _ . 


men muſt ſtand and fall by what ſhall come 


from hence. He that cumes not hither to drink 
mall die . thirſty. He that refuſes this water 
now, ſhall not have ſo much as will hang upon 
the tip of his finger (if it would fave his ſoul) 
hereafter. How (hall we eſcape, if we negledt 
« ſo great ſalvation,” Heb, ii. 3. 

Apoftates will therefore from hence find grip-- 
ing pangs and burning coals, for they have 
turned themſelves away from this throne, and 
from the grace that proceeds therefrom ; nor is 
it to any purpoſe whatever they plead for them- 
ſelyes. They are fallen from grace, and what 
can help them? Chriſt is become of none effect 
(Gal. v. 4) unto ſuch, whoſoever it is that ſeeks 
| * be juſtified by the law, “ they are fallen from 

grace.“ 

Fourthly, the throne is the ſeat of glory, 
« When the ſon of man ſhall. come in hig glory, 
« and all the holy angels with him; then he 
* ſhall fit upon the throne of his lory. »” And 
if the throne of jodgment is the 52 of glory, 
much more the throne of grace. — We will ven- 
ture then to ſay, chat the throne of grace is the 
throne of God's glory, as the throne of judg- 
ment will be the throne of Chrifl's glory, and. 
that grace proceedeth from his throne, that both 
it and he might have glory, glory in a way of 
mercy. 

1. That it might 1 2 glory; therefore has 


„ The Water of Life. 
he defined, that grace ſhall be effectual in, and 
to the ſalvation of ſoize; even to the **- praiſe 
of the glory of his grace, wherein he has 
«© made us accepted in his beloved,” Eph, 5, 6. 
He has. deſigned, not the, glory of man's 
works, but the glory of his own grace; and 
| therefore” has put man's works, as to juſtifica- 
tion before God, under his feet; and counts them 
as filthy rags; but has ſet his grace up above, 
has made it a king, given it authority to reign, 
has provided for it a throne, and called that 
throne*the throne of grace, {rom whence it alſo 
roceeds to its own praiſe and glory, in and by 
the e ffectual ſalvation of thoſe that receive it, 

and receive it not in vain, © 

2. As grace is exalted, and made to proceed 
out of the throne to its own praiſes, to its own 
glory, ſo is it alſo thus exalted and made flow 
to us like a river, that we ſhould be the praife 
of the glory of him that hath exalted it. We 
that receive it, and ſubmit unto the throne 
whence it/ proceeds, have thereby · obtained an 
«< inheritance, being predeſlinated according to 
«© the purpoſe of him who worketh all things 
«© after the counſel of his own will, that we 


«© ſhould be to the praiſe of his glory,” Ephe/. 


1.-41, 12. So that this throne is a throne. of 
-glory. © A glorious high throne from the be- 
« ginning is the place of our ſanctuary;“ now 


what follows from this, but that Py that accept 
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of this grace, give glory to God, to his grace, 
and to the word of his grace; ſuch, I ſay, glo- 
rify God for his mercy, Rom. xv. 9. They 
glorify God by their profeſſed ſubjection to the 
goſpel of Chriſt, 2 Cor. ix 13, which is the 
goſpel, or good tidings of the grace of God, 
Hs xx. 24. They with Abraham believe and 
give glory to God, Rom. iv. 20, and with the 
Gentiles they glorify the word of the Lord, 


; Atts xili. 48. 


But to ſlight grace, to do deſpite to the ſpi- 
rit of grace, to prefer our own works to the de- 


rogating from grace; what is it but to contemn 


God ? to contemn him when he is on the throne 
of his glory, I ſay it is to ſpit in his face, even 
when he commands thee to bow before him, to 


. ſubje& unto bim, and to glorify the grace of his 


glory, that proceeds from the throne of his glo- 
ry. If men in old time were damned becauſe 
they glorified him not as God, ſhall they not be 
more than damned, if more than damned can 
be, who glorify him not for his grace ? and to 
be ſure, none glorify him for his grace but thoſe 
that cloſe in therewith, and ſubmit themſelves 
thereto. .Talkers of grace are but mockers of 
Cod, flatterers of God. Thoſe that only talk 
highly of grace, and ſubmit not themſelves un- 
to it, are but thoſe that praiſe a look or flatter 
him in his- own conceits. Grace God has 


; Exalted, has ſet upon the throne, and ſo made ir 
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a king, 
thou goeſt by and heareſt thereof, but will not 
ſubmit thyſelf thereto, neither thy ſoul nor thy 
life : Why, what is this more than to flatter 
God with thy lips, and then to lie unto him 
with thy tongue? what is it but to count him 


leſs wiſe than thyſelf; while he ſeeks glory by 


that, by which thou wilt not glorify bim ; while 
he diſplays his grace befare thee in the worl 
from the throne, and as thou goeſt by, with a 
nod thou calleſt it a fine thing, but followeſt that 
which leadeth therefrom ? tremble, tremble; 
ye finners, that have deſpiſed the riches of his 
2 The day is coming when ye ſhall 
hold; and wonder, and veriſh, if grace pre- 
vaileth not with you to be content to be ſaved 
by it to the praiſe of its glory, 44s xiii. 38, :9, 
40, 41, and to the glory of him who Bach ſet it 
upon the throne, Dan, vii. gs +» - 
Fifthly, the throne is the ſeat of wiſdom, 


Hence he is -alled the Ancient of Days, that 


fits on this throne, the throne of God. Infinite 
in wiſdom, whoſe garments were white as ſnow; 
and the hair of his head is like the pure wool, 
his wiſdom is ſet forth unto ns. Wherefore 
When we read that out of the throne proceeds 
a river of prace, when we read this pro- 
ceeedeth out of the throne of God, it is as 
much as to ſay, the wife God, who moſt per- 


and given it authority to reign; ad | 


fecily knoweth all ways, counteth in his wiſ- 


ä ne wand ac a mweh 4w ww 
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dom, that to ſave men by grace 1s the beſt, moſt 
ſafe, and ſure way, Rom. iv. 16. Therefore it 
is of faith that it might be by grace, to the end 
the promiſe might be ſure to all the ſeed. And 
again forgiveneſs is according to the riches of 
his grace, wherein he has abounded towards us 
in all wiſdom and prudence, Hobeſ. i. 7, 8.— 
Wherefore to ſet grace upon the throne, to let 
grace proceed out of the throne as a river, 1s by 
the wiſe God, the only wiſe God, counted the 
beſt way, the ſafeſt way, the way that doth belt 
ſuit the condition of a ſinful man, and that tends 
moſt to the utter diſappointment of the devil, 
and death, and hell. Grace can continue to 
pardon, favour, and ſave from falls, in falls, 
out of falls. Grace cancomfort, relieve, and help 
thoſe that have hurt themſelves. And grace can 
bring the unworthy to glory. This the law can- 
not do, this man cannot do. This angels cannot 
do, this God cahnoet do, but only by the riches of 
his grace, through the redemption that is in Je- 
ſus Chriſt. Wherefure ſeeing God has ſet 
grace on the throne, and ordered that it ſhould 
proceed from his throne to the world. Vea, 
ſeeing he has made it king, and granted to it, 
to it only, the authority aud ſovereignty of ſav- 
ing ſouls ; he has magnified, not only his love, 
but his wiſdom, and his prudence before the 
ſans of men, 2 Sam. xiv. 14. This then is his 
great device, the „ of all his witty 
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inventions; and therefore it is ſaid, as was 


hinted before, in this thing he hath proceeded 
towards us in all wiſdom and prudence. 


So then he that comes to, and drinks of this 
water, glorifies God for his wiſdom, praiſes God 
forhiswiſdom. Such a one faith, that God is only 
wife, and bowing his head, ſaith again, to God only 
wiſe, be glory, both now and for ever. Amen, 

But he that fhall condemn this grace, con- 
fronts the higheſt wiſdom, even wiſdom u 
the throne ; he ſaith of himſelf, I am wiſer than 
Daniel, than the judgtnent of God. I could 


have found out a more ſafe, way to heaven my- 
ſelf, and had I been of. God's council I would 


have told him ſo: All this fo. horrible blaf- 
phemy, naturally proceeds from him that liketh 


not that grace ſhould be king on the throne, and 


ſhould proceed ovt of the throne to the world ; 


ee but ſhall he that contendeth with the Al- 


«© mighty inſtrect him! he that reproveth God, 


„ et him anſwer it,” Jahn xlix. 2. 


* The text ſays, that this very doctrine to the 
Grecks, to the wiſe; is foolifhneſs, and the 
preaching of it a fooliſh thing to them : but it 
will appear even then, when tho concluſion of 
all things is come, and when theſe wife ones, by 


their uiſdom have fooled themſelves to hell, 


that this fooliſhneſ- of God is wiſer than men, 
and the, weakneſs of God ſtronger than men, 
X91; 24; $35; £45 26. 

Chriſt Jeſus, becauſe | he Was low in the world, 


ms > 
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is trampled upon by ſome, bat he is a glorious 
throne to his father's houſe : for ſince his hu- 
mility was the loweſt of all, now he isexalted to 
be the throne of God, yea, is made the fountain 
whence grace continually flows, like the rivers, 
and comes down to us like a mighty ſtream. 
Wherefore, I will conclude this with both com- 
fort and caution ; with comfort, and that be- 
cauſe of the ſecurity that they are under that in- 
deed have ſubmitted to grace; * fin ſhall not 
© have dominion over you, for you are not un- 
«© der the law, but under grace.” And let it 
be a caution to thoſe that deſpiſe. Take heed, 
it is dangerous affronting of the wiſdom of God. 
Now here is the wiſdom of God, even wiſdom 
upon the throne. It pleaſed God, “for the 
% glory of his wiſdom,” to make this the way; 
to wit, to ſet up grace to reign. I] have often 
thought, and ſometimes ſaid, if God will be 
pleaſed with any way, ſurely he will be pleaſed 
with his own. Now this is the way of his own 
deviſing, the fruit and effect of his own wiſdom : 
wherefore, ſinners, pleaſe him, pleaſe him in 
that wherein he is well pleaſed : Come to the 
% waters, Caſt thyſelf into them, and fear not 
% drowning ; let God alone to cauſe them to 
„carry thee into his paradiſe, that thou mayeſt 
« ſee his throne.” 

Sixtitly, the Throne is the ſeat of faithful- 
neſs, the place of performing of engagements 


* 


n LI 


—— 

\ : | 
— * 

e * bay 


— 


1 3 - The Water of Life. | 
* and promiſes. ** When 1 ſhall receive the con- Je 
= _ - gregation, faith Chriſt, I will judge upright- Ifo 
1 ly,“ Paal. Ixxv. 2. Ephe/: 1. 22, 23, that is BA 
1 faithfully, and now he has received it, and is I pe 
D made head over all things to it; and for this 1: 
3M cauſe is he upon the throne from whence pro- th 


ceeds all this grace, that like a river doth flow, Til 
and glide from heaven into the world. This BE bt 
river then is nothing elſe but the fulfilling of pro- th 
miſes; „If I go not away, the comforter will If ſv 
«not come; but if I depart I will ſend him “ 
« unto you, John xvi. 7. Ads ii. 16, 17, 18. . 
1 „ This is that which was ſpoken of by the pro- I tt 
1 „ phet Joel, And it ſhall come to paſs in the | x: 
laſt days (faith God) I will pour out my ſpi- fr 
5 rit upon all fleſh,” &c, Now this river is Ft 

the ſpirit, the ſpirit and grace of God, which 

was promiſed by the Father and the Son, and 

now it comes running ** from the throne of God 

and of the Lamb. For being pow by the 
right hand of God exalted, and having re- 

1 ceived of the Father the promiſe of the ſpi- 

* rit, he hath ſhed forth that which ye now ſee 

«© and hear,” atv. 33. fy 
Behold then how mindful, how careful, how 
faithful our Father and. the Lamb of God is! 
- It is not exaltation, nor a crown, nor a king- 
| dom, nor a throne, that ſhall make him neglect his 
poor ones on earth. Yea, therefore it is that ſuch a 
river with its golden ſtreams, proceeds from the 
throne to come unto us. And it ſhall proceed 
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E be far higher than ever was the ſwellings of 


Jordan. True, it runs not ſo high now, as in 
former days, becauſe of the curſe of God upon 


Antichriſt, by whoſe means the land of God's 


people is full of briars and thorns, Za. 12, 135 
15. 16, 173 but when the tide is at the loweſt, 
then it is neareſt the riſing ; and this river will 
riſe, and in a little time, be no more ſo low as 
but ancle deep; it will be up to the knees, to 
the loins, Exel. xlvii. and be a broad river to 
ſwim in. For there the glorious Lord ſhall 
* be unto us a place of broad rivers and 
te ſtreams,” Ja. xxxiii. 1. Rev. xxii. 3, 6, and 
there ſhall be no more curſe in the church, Je 
xx. 17, but the throne of God and of the Lamb 
ſhall be in it, and his ſervants ſhall ſerve __ 
that is without moleſtation. 
| + Theſe ſayings are faithful and true,” and 
in faithfulneſs ſhall they from the throne of God 
and of the Lamb, be performed to the church. 
Faithfulneſs in him that rules, is that which 
makes Sion rejoice ; becauſe thereby the pro- 
miſes yield milk and honey. For now the 
faithful God, that keepeth covenant, performs 
to his church, that which he told her he would. 
Wherefore our rivers ſhall run, and our brooks 
yield honey and 8 xx. 17. 

Let this teach all God's people to expect, to 
look, and wait for good things from the Throne. 
But oh, 8 this throne; cut of which 


* 


46 


FI. 
LY Yn, 


-- 


A. Bi Lf * 
comes like a river ! who would not but 
a ſubject to it? who would not but worſhip 


g before it? But, 


Seventhly, a 4 throne i is © the ſeat of juſtice. 


« Juſtice and judgment are the habitation of 


« thy throne,” P/al. lexxix. 14. And it is alſo 
from juſtice that this river of grace flows to us; 
juſtice to Chriſt, and juſtice to thoſe that are 


found in him. God declares that he can juſtly 
_ juſtify, juſtly forgive; now, if he*can-juſtly juſ- 
tify and juſtly forgive, Rom. iii. 24, then can he 
give grace, and cauſe that it proceed to, yea, 


ow after us as a river, 1 1 Jobn i. 9. The river 
that guſhed out of the rock in the wilderneſs 
ran after the people there, whereforè they wan- 


dered therein. They drank of the rock that 


followed them; the rock was not removed out 
of his place, but the flood followed them whi- 
ther they went, 1 Cor. x. 3, 4. He opened 
ce the rock, and the waters guſhed wy they ran 


BE in dry places like a river, Eſal. cy 41. 


This rock, ſaith he, was Chriſt, that i is figu- 
ratively; and this Throne is Chriſt really, and 
— water guſhing out of the rock, and ollow- 

of them in the wilderneſs was to ſhow 
ey when Chriſt became a Throne, a grace 
and goodneſs ſhould follow us in the wilderneſs 
from thence ſo long as here we abide. Where- 


fore David, conſidering this, ſaid, ** Surely 


% goodneſs and mercy ſhall FoLLow me all the 
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«days of my life, and I will dwell in the houſe 
t of the Lord for ever,” P/al. xxiii. 6. 


But when -muſt this come? The text ſays 
from the Throne; from the Throne, the ſeat of 


juſtice ; for from thence, by reaſon of what xe 
hath found in Chriſt for us; he in a way of 
righteouſneſs and juſtice, lets out to us rivers of 
his pleaſures ;. whoſe original is that great and 
wide ſea of mercy that flows in his infinite 
heart beyond thought. | | 

All is paid for both us and grace, 1 Cor. 
vi. 20. Heb. ix. 12. Jobn vii. 39. We are 
bought with a price. He has obtained eternal 
redemption for ds; yea, and as we are made 
his, and heaven made ours thus, ſo this river of 
grace has been alſo obtained by him for us. 


herefore all comes to us in a way of juſtice 


and righteouſneſs. Hence we are ſaid to ob- 


tain ** faith through the righteouſneſs of God,“ 
2 Pet. i. 1. that is, through the juſtice of God, 
and of Jeſus our Lord. Mark, here is the 
Juſtice of God, and the juſtice of Jeſus our Lord; 
and we have our faith from the juſtice of God, 
becauſe of the righteouſneſs of Jeſus our Lord: 
that is, Jeſus anſwered with works of juſtice the de- 
mands of juſtice; and therefore, ina way of juſtice, 
grace reigns, and comes to us like a river, as is ſig- 


nificd, for that is ſaid to come to usout of the throne. 


Again, grace is ſaid “ to reigh through 
* righteouſneſs unto eternal life, Rom. v. 21. 
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Through what righteouſneſs ? the righteouf- 
ne juſtice of God, by Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lad: - y Jeſus Chriſt, or 7 for his ſake. For 
his ſake, have I (aid, we are forgiven ;/ and for 
his ſake have all things pertaining to life and 
lineſs. Which all things come to us, thro', or 

wh the ſtream of this river in a way of juſtice, 

ind therefore it is ſaid to come from the throne. 
gchly, This Throne is the ſeat of grace and 
mercy ; and therefore it is called the mercy- 
ſeat and Throne of grace. This Throne turns 
all into grace, all into mercy | This Throne 
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to thee are for Chriſt's fake turned into grace. 
They talk of the philoſopher's ſtone, and how, 
if one had it, it would turn all things into gold, 
Oh ! ! but can it turn all things into grace? can 
it make all things work together for good : ?: 


EY makes all things. work together for good. It 
If is ſaid of Saul's ſons, they were not buried after 
3 ( 3 were hanged, pntil, water dropped upon 
1 them out of heaven, 2 Sam. 21. 10. 14. And 
V9 it may be ſaid of us, there is nothing ſuffered 
. to come near us, until it is waſhed in that water 
| 0 that proceeds from the Throne of grace. 
4 Hence afflictions flow from grace; ' perſecutions | 
0 flow from grace; poverty, fickneſs,'yta, death 
© 71 Itſelf is now mage ours by the grace of God, | 
1 through - Chriſt, P/al. Exix. 67, 1 Cor. in, 22. 
4 \ ; Rev. iii. 19. Heb. xii.5, 6,7. O grace 0 
=_ ” bappy church of God! All things that happen 
$ 
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No, no, this quality, virtue, excellency, what 


- ſhall J call it, nothing has in it, but the grace 
that reigns on the Throne of Grace; the river 


that proceeds from the Throne of God. This 
turns majeſty, authority, the higheſt authority, 
glory, wiſdom, faithfulneſs, juſtice, and al! into 
race. Here's a Throne! God let us ſee it. 
John had the horour to ſee, and the ſtreams 
proceeding from it. O ſweet fight ! ' «© He 
* ſhewed me a pure river of water of life, pro- 
t ceeding out of the Throne of God.” 
Indeed, as was hinted before, in the days of 
the reign of Antichriſt there are thoſe viſions 
of this Throne, and of the river that proceedeth 
the rom; now he holdeth back the face of 
his Throne, and ſpreadeth a cloud upon it; but 
the preſerving, ſaving benefits thereof we have, 


as alſo have all the ſaints, in the moſt cloudy 


and dark darks. And fince we can fee fo little, 


we muſt believe the more; and, by believing, 


give glory to God. We muſt alſo labour for 
more clear ſcripture-knowledge of ii throne; 
for the holy word of God is the perſpeRive-glaſs 
by which we may, and the magnify ing-glaſs 
thar will cauſe us to behold, with open face, 
the glory of this Lord, Cor. iii. 18 

But methinks I have yet faid nothing of this 
Throne, which is indeed none other but the 
ſpotleſs and glorified humanity of the Son of 
God. This 9 the Lord Jeſus, this 
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5 | Th War of Life. 
= comes from the divine majeſty, as dwel- 
bodily in the Lord Jeſus, © Wherefore 
et us fall down before the Throne, and caſt 
0e , got crowns at the foot of the Throne, and 
ive thanks to him that fits upon the Throne, 
— to the Lamb, for ever and ever. 
O how ſhould Jeſus be eſteemed of g the 
Throne of the king is a royal ſeat, 1, Kings X. 
20. Itis fad of Solomon's, there was not its 
like in axy kingdom; but of this it may be 
ſaid, chere is not its like in heaven and earth. 
At the ſetting up of this Throne, the angels 
flocked round about jt, and the beaſts and elders 
gathered together to ſee it, Rev. iv. 17, 3, 
4. 5, 6, 7, 8. When this Throne was ſet in 
| + heaven, there was filence, all the heavenly hoſt 

had no leiſure to talk ; they were ſurpriſed with 
2 fight and wonder. When this Throne was ſet 
8 in heaven, what talk there was, it was as the 
»muſic of the trumpet. 

And behold,” ſays Jobs; © a door was 
open in heaven; and the firſt that I heard, 
« was as it were of a trumpet talking with me, 
« which ſaid, come up hither, and I will ſhow. 
« thee things which muſt be hereafter. And 
„ immediately I was in the ſpirit, and behald 
* A THRONE WAS SET IN HEAVEN, and one 
« ſat upon the Throne.” 

This Throne was Jeſus Chriſt exalted, ser, 

| chat 1s lifted up, not as upon the croſs, to the 
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contempt and ſcorn of his perſon, but as ſaid, 


to the wonderment of the four beaſts, and the 


elders, and all the angels in heaven. A 
„% Throne was ſet in heaven; and one ſat on 


« the Throne;”” that is God. And this inti- 


timates his deſirable reſt for ever ; for to fit is to 
reſt, and Chriſt is his reſt for ever, _ Was it not 
therefore well worth the Teeing ? yea, if John 
had taken the pains to go up thither on his 
hands and knees; I ſay; to ſee the Lord Jeſus 
as a throne, ſet in heaven, and the glory of God 


reſting and abiding upon him, and giving out 


by him all things, not only his word, but all his 
diſpenſations and providences to the end of the 
world; and this bleſſed thing among the reſt, 
* even a pure river of water of life, clear as 
5 cry Cal,” 2 =, 

But 1 leave this, and proceed to the fourth 
thing; namely, to the nature and quality of 


this wa er. It is ſaid to be pure and clear, 


pure and clear as cryſtal; and he ſhowed me 
te a pure river of water of life, clear as cryſtal.” 
I know that there is a two-fold quality in a 
thing, one with reſpect to its nature, and the 
other with reſpect to its operation. The firſt 
of theſe is inherent, and remaineth in the ſub- 
ject being as ſuch, and ſo for the moſt part uſe- 
leſs. The other is put forth then when it 
meeteth with fit matter on which it may freely 
work. As. to inſtance one vitæ, the very meta- 
2 
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- Phor here made uſe of, hath a quality inherent 
an it, but keep it ſtopt up in a bottle, and then 
who will may faint notwithſtanding ; but apply. 
it fitly, and to ſuch as have need thereof, and 
then you may ſee its quality by the operation. 
This water, or river of grace, is called, I ſay, 
The water of 4 and ſo, conſequently, has a 
moſt bleſſed inherent quality; but its operation 
is ſeen by its working, the which it doth only 
then, when it is adminiſtered, and received for 
thofe ends for which it is adminiſtered.” For then 
it revives where life is, and gives life where it 
is not. And thus far, in the general, bave we 
ſpoken to it already. We will therefore, in 
this place more particularly, though' briefly, 
fpeak a few words unto it. Firſt, then, this 
water of life is the very ground-work of life in 
us. The ground-work of life for us, is the 
paſſion and merits of Chriſt, this is that for the 
fake of which grace is given unto. us; as is inti- 
mated by the text ; it proceeds from the 'Throne 
of God, who is Chriſt. Chriſt then having ob- 
tained grace for us, muſt needs be precedent as 
to his merit, to that grace he hath ſo obtained. 
Befides, it is clear that the ſpirit and grace 
comes from God through him: therefore as to 
the communications of grace to us, it is the 
fruit ofhis merit and purchaſe. But I ſay, in us, 
grace is the ground-work of life; for though 
we may be faid to live virtually in the perſon of 
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Chriſt beſore God, yet we are dead in our- 
ſelves, and ſo muſt be, until the ſpirit be poured 
upon us from on high; for the ſpirit is life, and 
its graces are life, and when that is infuſed by 


God from the Throne, then we live, and not 
till then. *And hence it is called, as before, 


living water, the water of life ſpringing up in 
us everlaſting life. The ſpirit then, and graces 
of the ſpirit, which is the ver here ſpoken of, 
15 that, and that only, which can cauſe us to 
live; that being life to the ſoul, as the ſoul is 


life to the body, All men, therefore, as was. 
ſaid before though ele, though purchaſed - 


% by the blood of Chriſt,” are dead, and muſt 


be dead, until the ſpirit of life from God and 


his. Throne ſhall enter into them; until they 
ſhall drink it in by vehement thirſt as the 
parched ground drinks in the rain. 

Now when this living water is received, it 


takes up its ſeat in the neart, whence it ſpreads 


itſelf to the wakening of ail the powers of the 
ſoul. For as in the fi:ſt creation the ſpirit of 
God moved upon the face of the waters, in 
order to putüng that creature vito that excel- 
lent faſhion and harmony wnich now we behold 
with our eyes; even ſo the new creation, viz. 
the making us new to God, is done by the 
overſpreading of the ſame ſpirit aliv. For the 
ſpirit, as 1 may fo ſay, ſitteth and brooveth 
upon the powers of the foul, as the hen doth on 
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cold eggs; till they wax warm and. receive life, 


The ſpirit then warmeth us, and bringeth the 
yoo ſoul, (for ſo it is before converſion) 
a godly ſenſe and underſtanding of ftates, 


2 ſtates both natural and ſpiritual: and this is 


the beginning of the work of the ſpirit by 
which the ſoul is made capable of underſtanding 
what God and himſelf is. | 
- And this drinking in of the ſpirit, i is rather 
as the ground drinks in rain, than as a rational 
ſoul does through ſenſe of the want thereof. 
The ſpirit alſo” garniſheth the ſoul with ſuch 


things as are proper for it to the making, of 


it live that life chat by the word of God is 


called for. 


It implanteth light, repentance, faith, love, 
deſires after God, hope, ſincerity, and what 
elſe is neceſſary for making a man a ſaint: 
theſe things, I ſay, are the fruity and effects 
of this ſpirit, which as a river of water of life 
proceedeth forth of the Throne of God and of 
3 Lamb, 2 Cor. iv. 13. Gal. v. 22. 2 Tim. 

Hence the ſpirit is called the ſpirit of 


faith, the ſpirit of love, and the ſpirit of a ſound 


mind; for that the ſpirit is the root and ori- 
ginal of all theſe things by his operations in, 
and upon the face of the ſoul. 

But again, as this living water, this ſpirit ; 


and grace thereof, doth thus, fo it alſ> main- 
- tains theſe things once planted in the foul, by 
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fe. yo continual waterings of them in the ſoul. 

he ence he faith, I will water it every mo- 

n) „% ment,, Ja. xxvii. i, 2, 3. Water 1T ; his 

8, vineyard, the ſoul of the church, the graces of 4 

is the church; and fo the foul and graces of every * 

op me: ooo Wo, | | 

g And becauſe it ſo happeneth ſometimes, that 5 
ſome of theſe things wherewith the Holy Ghoſt ; 


er bas beautified the ſoul, may languiſſ to a being, 
al if not quite dead, yet ready to die, Rev. iii. 1, 
2, 3. therefore he doth not only refreſh and water 


h our fouls, but renew the face thereof, by either ; 
f 22 to life that which remains, or by 
8 upplying of us with that which is new, to our 4 


godly perſeverance and everlaſting life. Thus 
«© thou watereſt the earth, and watereſt it; thou 


tering with continual ſhowers of the mountains, 
ſo our graces implanted in us by the ſpirit of 
grace, muſt alſo be watered by the rain of hea- 
ven. Thou watereſt the ridges thereof * 
*abundantly, thou ſetteſt the furrow thereof, 
e thou makeſt it ſoft with ſhowers, thou bleſſeſt 


t «« greatly enricheſt it with the river of God,” 

: Pjal. Ixv. q, : 

ö For this muſt be remembered, that as the : 

' herb that is planted, or ſeed ſown, needs wa- 
: | 


„the ſpringing thereof,“ Hal. Ixv. 10. Hence * 
he ſays, that our graces ſhall grow, But how? - 
„ will be as a dew unto Iſrael, he ſhall grow = 


* as the lily, and caſt forth his roots as Leba- 


* 
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© non. His branches ſhall ſpread, and his 
© beauty ſhall be as the olive-tree, and his 


« ſmell as Lebanon. They that dwell under 


* his ſhadow ſhall return, they ſhall revive as the 
* corn, and grow as the vine, the ſcent thereof 
« ſjrall be as the wine of Lebanon,” Hel. xiv. 
5, 6, 7. or, as he ſaith in another place, The 
«« Lord ſhall guide thee continually, and ſatisfy 


cc thy ſoul in droughts, and make fat thy bones: 


« and thou ſhalt be like a watered garden, and 


like a ſpring of water whoſe waters fail not,“ 


Ia. lviti. 11. Jer. xxxi. 12. 
There is beſides this, another bleſſing that 


comes to us by this living water, and that is 
the bleſſing of communion. All the warmth 
that we have in our communion, it is the 


warmth of the ſpirit. When a company of 
ſaints are gathered together in the name of 
Chriſt, to perform any ſpiritual. exerciſe, and 
their ſouls be edified, warmed, and made glad 
therein, it is becauſe this water, this river of 
water of life, has in ſame of the ſtreams thereof, 
ran into that aſſembly, Then are Chriſtians 


like thoſe that drink wine in bowls, merry and- 
Flad; for that they have drank into the ſpirit, 


and had their ſouls refreſhed with the ſweet 
ales, and ſtrong wine thereof. This is the 
eaſt that Iſaiah ſpeaks of, when he ſaith, © In 
« this mountain ſhall the Lord of hoſts make 


* unto all people a feaſt of fat things, a feaſt. 
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« of wine on the lees, of fat things full of 


4 | © marrow, of wines on the lees well refined,” 
lia. xxv. 6. This is called in another place, 
che communion of the Holy Ghoſt,” 2 Cor. 
© | xiii. 14. Now he warmeth ſpirits, uniteth ſpi- 
f rits, revives, cheriſneth, quickeneth, ſtrength- 


6 eneth graces; renews aſſurances, brings old 
p comforts to mind, weakens luſt, imboldeneth 
and raifeth a ſpirit of faith, of love, of hope, of 
, prayer, and makes the word a bleſſing, confe- 
. rence a bleſſing, meditation a blefling, and 
duty very delightful to the ſoul. Without this 
water of life, communion is weak, flat, cold, 
dead, fruitleſs, lifeleſs ; there is nothing ſeen, 
Ii felt, heard, or underſtood in a ſpiritual and 
| heart-quickening way. Now ordinances are 
| burdenſome, ſins ſtrong, faith weak, hearts 
hard, and the faces of our fouls dry, like the 
dry and parched ground, 
This drink alſo revives us, when tempted, _ 
when fick, when perſecuted, when in the dark, 
and when we faint for thirſt; The life of reli- 
gion is this water of life; where that runs, 
where that is received, and where things are' 
done in this ſpirit, there all things are well ; 
the church thirſty, the foul thirſty, graces 
thirſty, and all is well. And this hint I chought' 
convenient to be given of this precious water” 
of life, that 1s with reference to the operative 
; veg of i it. 
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I ſhall come, in the next place, to ſpeak of 
it, as to the other deſcriptions which John doth 


| give as of it, 


He fays it is, ©* 1, Pite ; 2d, Clear; za, 


= Clear to a compariſon. And he ſhowed me 
| te a pure river of water of life, clear as cryſtal.” 


' Firſt, you read here, that this water of life 1s 
PURE, that is, alone- without mixture, for ſo 
ſometimes that word [PVE] is to be under. 
ſtood. As where it ſaith, pure, pure olive oil, 


Excd. Kali. 20. xxx. 34. xxv. U, 17. Deut. 
xxxii. 143 pure frankincenſe, pure gold, pure 


blood of the ir and the-like: ſo then, when 

e. me a pure river of water 
Ce of life,“ it is às if he had ſaid, he ſhowed me 
a river of water that was all living, all life, and 
that had nothing in it but life. There was no 
death, or deadneſs, or flatneſs in it; or, as he 
faith a little after, And tbere ſhall be no more 
*« curſe. A pure river.“ There is not ſo much 
as a grudge, or a piece of an | upbraiding ſpeech 
found therein. There is in it, nothing but 
heart, nothing but love, nothing but grace, no- 
thing but life. The gifts and calling of God 
** are without repentance,” Rem. xi. 

Secondly, [VE] is ſometimes ſet i in oppo- 
ſition to ſhow or appearance; as where he lays, 
*« the ſtars are not pure, Je xxv. 5, that is, 
not ſo without mixture of darkneſs, as they 
ſeem to be: ſo again, if thou wait pure and 
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« opright,” Fob viii. 5, that is, as thou ſeemeſt 


to be, or as thou wouldeſt ha ve us believe thou 
art. 
No take pure in this ſenſe here, and then 


the meaning is, it is grace without deceit, with. 


out guile; its ſhow and its ſubſtances the ſame ; 
it has nothing but ſubſtance in it; it is indeed 
what it ſeems to be in bulk; it is a river in ſhow . 
and a river indeed. It comes from God and 
from his throne in appearance, and really it 
comes from his very heart. ; 

The great fear of the tempted is, that there 
is not ſg much grace in God, and that he is not 
{6 free of it as ſome ſcriptures ſeem to import. 
But this word ru is levelled againſt ſuch ob- 


jections and objectors, for the deſtroying of their 


doubts, and the relieving of their ſouls. There 
is no fraud, nor guile, nor fable in the buſineſs; 
for though God is pleaſed to preſent us with his 

ace under the notion of a river, it is not to 
Flache our fancies thereby; but to give us ſome 
ſmall illoſtralon of the exceeding riches of his 
grace, which as far for quantity out- ſtrips the 
biggeſt rivers as the moſt mighty mountain 
doth the leaſt ant's egg, or atom in the world. 

Thirdly, but again this word (pure) is ſet in 
oppoſition to that which is hurtful and deſtruc- 
tive. I am pure from the blood of all men, 
As xx. 26; that is, I have hurt nobody. The 
yiſdom that i 15 from above, is firſt pure, it Is 
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not hurtful. Do you count them pure with the 


wicked balances ? how can that be, ſince they 
are hurtful ? 


| 


. Now take (pure) in this ſenſe here, and then 


it intimates that the grace of God, and and the 


doctrine of grace, is not a hurtful thing. It is. 
not as wine of an intoxicating nature, Epheſ. v. 


18. If a man be filled with it, it will do him 
no harm. The beſt of the things that are of 
this world are ſome way hurt ful, wine is hurtful, 
filver and gold are hurtful, but grace is-not 
hurtful, Prov. xxv. 16, 17. xx. 1. I Tim. vi. 
10. Never did man yet catch harm by the en- 
yment and fulneſs of the grace of God. 
rag is no fear of exceſs, or of ſurfeiting here. 
Grace makes no man proud, no man careleſs, or 
negligent as to his duty that is incumbent upon 
him, either from God or man: no, grace keeps 
a man low in his own eyes, humble, ſelf denying, 


penitent, watchful, ſavoury in good things, cha- 
ritable; and makes him kindly affectionated to 


the brethren, pitiful and courteous to all men. 

True, there are men in the world that abuſe 
the grace of God, as ſome are ſaid to © turn it 
into wantonneſs, and into laſciviouſneſs,” Fu 
4. But this is not becauſe grace has any ſuch 
tendency, or for that it hath any ſuch effe &: but 
becauſe ſuch men are themſelves empty of grace, 
and have only done, as death and hell hath done 
with wiſdom, „heard the fame thereof with 
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their ears,” Job xxviii. 22. It is a dange- 


rous thing for a man to have the notions of 
grace while his heart is void of the ffirit and 
holy, principles of grace; for ſuch a man can 
do no other than abuſe the grace of God. Alas, 


what can be expected of him that has nothing 


in him to teach him to manage that knowledge 


of grace which he has, but his fleſh, his luſts, 


and luſt ful paſſions? can theſe teach him to ma- 


nage his knowledge well? Will they not rather 


put him upon all tricks, evaſions, irreligious 


confequences and concluſions, ſuch as will ſerve 


to cheriſh fin ? what Judas did with Chriſt, that 


'a-graceleſs man will do with grace, even make 


it a ſlalk ing - horſe to his fleſhly and vile deſigns; 
and rather than fail, betray both it and the pro- 
feſſion of it to the greateſt enemies it has in the 
world. | 

And here I. may ſay, though grace is pure, 
and not hurtful at all; yet one altogether car- 
nal, finful, and graceleſs, having to do with the 
doQrine of it, by the force of nis luſts which 
tamper with it, he will unavoidably bring him- 
ſelf into the higheſt ruins thereby. An ur- 
wary man may deſtroy himſelf by the beſt 
of things, not becauſe there is in ſuch things, 
an aptneſs to deitroy; but becauſe of the 
abuſe and miſuſe of them. Some know the 
way of Life, Pet. ii. 20, 21, 22, the water of 


-Life, by knowledge that is naked and ſpecu- 
| | | F 


7, be Water of Lift. | 
lative only; and it had been better for ſuch if 
they had not known than to know and turn from 
what they know; than to know, and make that 
knowledge ſubſerviento their luſts. Some re- 
ceive the rain of God, and the droppings of his 
clouds, becauſe they continually fit under the 
means-of his grace. But alas! they receiye it 
as flones receive ſhowers, or as dunghil!s receive 
rain: they either abide as hard ſtones ſtill, or 
elſe return nothing to heaven for his mercy, but 
as the dunghills do, a company of ſtinking 
fumes, Theſe are they that drink in the rain 
that comes often upon them, and that inſtead of 
bringing forth herbs meet for the dreſſer, bring 
forth briars and thorns : and theſe are they who 
axe [nigh _ curſing, whoſe end 1s to be burned, 
Heo. vi. 7, 8 
'  Fovrthly, by this word (pure) I underſtand 
- ſometimes the chiefeſt good, the higheſt good. 
There are many things which may be called 
good, but none of them are good, as grace 1s 
good, Rom. xiv. 20. Gen. i. 31. All things 
indeed are pure, that is, all creatures in them- 
ſelves are good and ſerviceable to man, but they 
are not ſo good as grace. There is a genera- 
tion that are pure, that are good in their own 
eyes, Prov. xxx. 12. There are good men, good 
conſciences, good works, good days, good an- 
gels, &c. but none ſo good as grace, for it is 
grace that has made them ſo, Grace, this 
water of life, therefore, is good, ſuperlatively 
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goòd, good in the higheſt degree; for that it 
makes all things good; and preſerveth them 


good. And whatever it be that this water of | 
life waſheth not, it is evil and given to the curſe, 


as the Prophet intimates where he ſaith, but 
© the miry places thereof, and the marſhes 
« thereof, ſhall not be healed, they ſhall be 
given to ſalt,” Ezek. xlviii. 11. - 


But who underſtands this, who believes it? 


its goodneſs is kept cloſe from the fowls of the 
air. Men, moſt men are ignorant of the good- 
nefs of it, nor do they care to inquire after the 
enjoy ment of this pure, this good water of life. 


The reaſon is, becauſe though it is good in jit- 


ſelf, good in. the higheſt degree, and that which 


makes all things good: yet it is not ſuch a 


ood as is ſuited to a carnal appetite. There 
is good, and there is ſuitable good; now fuit- 
able good is of two ſorts, either ſuch as is ſpiri- 
toal, or ſuch as is temporal. That which is 
ſpiritual, is defired only of them that are ſpiri- 
tual ; for temporal good will ſatisfy a carnal 
mind. Now grace is a ſpiritual good; this ri- 
yer of grace is the goodneſs of ſpiritual good. 
It is the original life of all the grace in our 
fouls : no marvel then, if it be ſo little ſet by 


thoſe that are carnally minded. Hay will ſerve 
a horſe, and mire will ſerve a ſow; ſo things of 


this life ſuit beſt with the men of this world, for 
their appetite 1s groſs and carnal, that ſavour 
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rot the things. that be of the ſpirit of God. 
The natural man receiveth not things that be 
«« of the ſpirit of God;”” (the things that be of 
this river of God) for they are fooliſhneſs 
4 unto him; neither can he know them, becauſe 
„ they are ſpiritually diſcerned,” 1 Co#. ii. 14. 
This is a river of oil which the prophet ſpeaks 
of, the river of ſpirit. Were it a river of gold 
and filver, there would be odd fiſhing on the 
banks thereof. But it is a river ** that runs 
like oil, ſaith the Lord God,“ Ezek. xxxii. 
27 This rock pours us out rivers of oil, frefh 
oil, ſoft oil, ſweet oil, the oil of joy, the oil of 
gladneſs, oil to anoint the head withal, oil to 
make the face to ſhine, oil by which thon wilt 
be made able to honour both God and man in 
ſame good meaſure as become thee, Job xxix. 
6. Hal. xcii. 10. and Iv. 2+. Ja Ixi. 4. P/al. 
xIv. 7. Eccleſ. ix. 8. Pjal. civ. 15. Judges ix. 11. 
I might have enlarged upon this head, and 
have ſhowed you many more particulars wherein 
this term of (pure) might ſerve for. the better 
' ſetting forth of the excellency of this water of 
life, but 1 ſhall proceed no further upon this, 
but will come to that which remains. 
| Secondly, as this river of water of life is ſaid 
to- be pute, ſo it is ſaid to be (clear). .“ He 
* ſhowed a pure river of water of life, clear.” 
This term has alfo its particular enn 
and therefore ought to be heeded. 
1. Clear is ſet in oppoſition to dark, there- 
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fore ſome are ſaid to be clear as the ſun, And 
again, ** the light ſhall not be clear nor dark,” 
Song vi. 10. Zech. xiv. 6. In both theſe places 
(clear) is to be taken for light, day-light, ſun- 
light; for indeed it is never day, nor ſun-ſhine 


with the ſoul, until the ſtreams of this river of 


life come gliding to our doors, into our houſes, 
into our hearts. Hence the beginning of con- 
verſion is called illumination; yea, the coming 
of this river of water of life unto us is called the 


day ſpring from on high, through the tender 
| mercy of our God, Heb, x. 32. It is alſo called 


the dawning of the day, Lute1. 78. And hence 
again, theſe men unto whom this river of water 
of life comes not, are ſaid * to be dark, dark- 


ee neſs. Ye were ſometimes darkneſs, but now 


« ye are light in the Lord,” 2 Pet. i. 19. Eph. 
v. 8. Wherefore this water is like Jonathan's 
honey, it hath a faculty to open the eyes, to 
make them that fit in darkneſs ſee a great light, 
1 Sam. xiv. 27. Mal. iv. 16. The light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Cor. iv. 6. God who com- 
«« manded the light to ſhine out of darkneſs, 
** hath ſhined in our hearts to give the light,“ 
(the ſpirit that enlighteneth and giveth the light) 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
„ face of Jeſus Chriſt.” This river caſteth 
beams where it goes, like the beams of the ſun ; 
it ſnines, it caſts out rays of glory unto thoſe 
FO 
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that drink thereof. The ſtreams of this grace 
were they that overtook Saul when he was goin 
to Damaſcus, they were the waters of this flood 
that compaſſed him round about, Ads ix. 3. 
xxii. 6. and xxvi. 13. And if you will believe 
him, he ſaith this light from heaven was a great 
light, a light above the brightneſs of the ſun, 
a light that did by the glory of it, make dark 
to him all the things in the world. 

2. Clear] is ſet in oppoſition ** to that which 
is not pleaſing.” For to be (clear) is to be 
. Pleaſant. « Hence it is ſaid truly the light is 
« {weer, and a pleaſant thing it is for the eyes 
*© to behold the ſun,” Eeccl. xi. 7. I read of 
rivers that looked red as blood, that ſtank like 
the blood of a dead man, 2 Kings iii. 22, 23; 
but this is no ſuch river. I read of rivers, 
whoſe ſtreams are like ftreams of brimſtone, 
fiery ſtreams, ſtreams of burning pitch, Ja. xxx. 
but this is none of them. There is a river be- 
ſides all theſe, © clear and pleaſant, the ſtreams 
. ** whereof ſhall make glad the city of- God,“ 
Dan. vii. 13. Ja. xxxiv. 9. P/al. xlvi. 4 

There are waters that *Toves love 1 fit by, 
becauſe by the clearneſs of their ſtreams, they 
can ſee their pretty ſelves as in a glaſs, Song v. 
12. 

Theſe be the ſtreams where doves waſh their 
eyes, and by which they ſolace themſelves,” and 
take great content. Theſe ſtreams are inſtead 
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(as I ſaid) of a looking-glaſs ; their clearneſs 


eſents us with an opportunity of ſeeing our 
own features, As in fair waters, a man may ſee 


the body of the ſun, and of the moon, and of 


the ſtars, and the very body of heaven; ſo he 
that ſtands upon the bank of this river, and that 
waſheth his eyes with this water, may ſee the 
Son of God, the ſtars of God, the glory of 
God, and the habitation that God has prepared 
for his people. And are not theſe pleaſant 
fights ? 15 not this excellent water ? has not this 
river. pleaſant ſtreams r 

3. Clear] is ſet in oppoſition to dirty water 
and muddineſs. I read of ſome waters that are 
fouled with the feet of beaſts, and with the feet 


-of men, yea, and deep waters too. Yea, faith 


God to ſome, ye have drunken of the deep wa- 
ters, “ and have fouled the refidue with your 
* feet, and again, “ as for my flock they eat 
that which ye have trodden with your feet, 
„ and they drink that which ye have fouled 
„with your feet, Exe. xxxiv. 18, 19. Theſe 
waters are doctrines contained in the text, mud- 


died and dirtied by the falſe gloſſes and fluttiſh 


opinions of erroneous judgments ; of which the 
poor ſheep have been made todrink. And ve- 
rily this is apparent enough, by the very colour 


and hue of thoſe poor ſouls : for though the 


truth of God was in them, yet the very ſtain of 
tradition and ſuperſtition may alſo be ſeen in 
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their ſcales. For as the fiſh of the river receive, 
by being there, the changeable colours of the 
waters, ſo profeſſors, what doctrine they hear. 
and driok, do look like that. If their dactrines 
are muddy, their notions are muddy; if their 
doctrines are bloody, their notions and tempers 
are bloody; but if their doctrines are clear, fo 
are their notions, for their doctrine has given 
them a clear underſtanding of things. 

Now here we have a river of water of life, 
that 1s clear, clear without dirt and mud. Clear 
without the human inventions and muddy con- 
ceptions of unſanctified and uninſtructed judg- f 
ments; yea, here you have a river, the flreams il " 
whereof lie open to all in the church, ſo that they . 
need not thoſe inſtruments of conveyance that 8 
are foul, and that uſe to make water ſtink, if MY” 
they receive it to bring it to them that have Il © 
need. 5 5 

4. By [clear] we ſometimes underſtand pur- Wl © 
gation ; or that a thing that has purged itſelf, or 1s F 
purged from thoſe ſoils, and imputations of evil? 
wherewith ſometimes they have been charged. 
«© Then ſhalt thou be clear from this thy oath, MW 
* or how ſhall we clear ourſelves,” Gen. xxiv. 
8, 14. xliv. 16. Something af this ſenſe may 
be in the text, for if men are not afraid to 
charge God with folly, which is intimated” by 
«© that thou mighteſt be clear when thou art 

_ © judged,” P/al. li, 4, will they, think you, be 


„ ac 


afraid to impute evil to his word, and grace, 
and ſpirit? no verily; they are bold enough at 
this work. Nay, more than this, even from the 


foundation of the world, men have caſt flanders - 


upon, and imputed baſe things unto the bleſſed 
grace of the goſpel. But not to look fo far 
back, Pau] was one of the pipes through which 
God conveyed this grace to the world: and what 
was he counted for his ſo doing, but “ a peſti- 


7e Jent fellow, and a mover of ſedition through- 


« out the whole world, Ad, xxiv. 5, 6. 

But behold no imputation can ftick on the 
grace of God, not ſtick long, for that, like ho- 
ney, will purge itſelf of what filth 1s put into it. 
And of all bad imputations of evil men. 
Springs and rivers are of a ſelf purging quality: 
now here we have to do with a river, a river of 
water of life: but a river more ſlandered than 
ever did Naaman the Syrian ſlander the waters 
of IIrael, in preferring thoſe of Abana and 
Pharpar, rivers of Damaſcus, beyond them, 
2 Kings x. II, 1z. But behold, now at laſt, 
when all the world have done what they can, 


and have caſt what reproaches and flanders - 


upon it they are able, it is a river pure and 
clear. Tt has purged itſelf before kings, it has 
purged itſelf before princes and judges, and all 
3 in the world. It is ſtill a river, a 


river of water of life, a river of water of life 
clear. 


e 1 
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5. By [clear] we ſometimes underſtand pu- 
rity manifeſt, or innocence and goodneſs made F 
8 known. In all things you have approved 
= “ yourſelves to be clear in this matter, 2 Cor. 


vii. 11. That is, you have made it appear, and . 
ſtand upon your juſtification, and ate willing to I 
be ſearched and ſounded to the bottom by thoſe Wh 
that have a deſire to undertake that work. 80 
| this river of water of life, in the fountain and in 
Ss the ſtreams thereof, offer themſelves to the con- 
—_— ſideration and conſcience of all men. To this 
end, how often doth God, the head of this river, 
and he out of whoſe throne it proceeds, call upcr 
men to challenge him if they can, with any evil 
or inĩſdoing towards them, either by preſence 
* or doQrine z?” hence he ſays, put me in re- 
© membrance, let us plead together, declare 
& thou, if thou can{t, that thou mayeſt be juſti 
te fied, and I condemned, Ja. xliii 26. 8 
again, What iniquity have your fathers found 
* in me, that they are gone far from me, ani 
13 © have walked after vanity, and are becom 
_—- e vain,” Jer. ii. 5. So Chriſt, Which e 
* 5 * you convinceth me of fin. And if I hay 
** ſpoke evil, bear witneſs of the evil.“ 8 
Paul, We have renounced the hidden thing 
x of diſhoneſty, not walking in craftineſs, nc 
3 1% hardling the word of God deceitfully; b 
„ by the manifeſtation of the truth, commend 
ing ourſelves to every man's conſcience in ib 
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de Y<* Acht of God, „ John viii. 46. and xviii. 2 8 
ed i Cor. iv. 2. All theſe ſentences are chiefly to 
or. ¶be applied to 40 rin, and ſo are, as it were, an 
nd Hoffer to any, if they can, to find a ſpeck or a 
to Wipot, or a wrinkle, or any ſuch thing in this ri- 
ole Nver of water of life. 
80 Some men fly from it as from a bear; and 
in ſome are afraid to drink of it for fear it ſhould 
on-Mbe poiſon unto them. Some again, dare not 
take it, becauſe it 15 not mixed, and as they, poor 
ſouls, imagine, qualified, and made toothſome 
y a little of that which is called the wiſdom of 
this world. Thus one ſhucks, another ſhrinks, 
and another will none of God. Mean while, 
ho ſhall ſo pleaſe to look into this river, ſhall 
ind it harmleſs and clear. Yea, offering itſelf 
o the conſciences of all men to make trial, if it 
de not the only chief good, the only neceſſary 
aters, the only profitable for the health of the 
dul, of all the things that are in the world, and 
is clear of miſchief as is the ſun of ſpots. 
Thirdly, As John ſaw this river pure and 
lear, ſo he ſaw it clear to a compariſon. Clear 
o the beſt of compariſons, clear as cryſtal. 
-ryſtal is a very clear ſtone, as clear as the 
leareſt glaſs, if not clearer; one may ſee far 
nto it, yea, through it, it is without thoſe ſpots, 
nd ſtreaks, and ſmirches that are in other pre- 
10us ſtones, Wherefore, when, he faith, that 
his river is clear as cryſtal; it is as if God 
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ſhould ſay, Look ſinners, look to the battom | 
of theſe my cryſtal ſtreams. I have heard of | 
ſome ſeas that are ſo pure and clear, that a man 
may ſee to the bottom though they may be forty 
foot deep. I know this river of water of life, 
is a deep river: But though it is ſaid to be deep, 
it is not ſaid we can fee no bottom. Indeed as 
to the wideneſs of it, it is ſaid to be ſuch as that 
it cannot be paſſed over: but I ſay, it is no 
where ſaid that we cannot ſee to the bottom: 
nay, the compariſon implies, that a man with 
good eyes may ſee to the bottom. It is clear, 
clear as cryſtal. So then we will a little lock 
down to the bottom, and ſee through theſe cry. 
ſtal ſtreams, what is at the bortom of all. 
Firit, then, the bottom of all is, “ that we 
% might be ſaved,” 7ohbrn v. 34. and x. 10, 
© Theſe things I ſay,” ſaith Chriſt, ©* that you 
« might be ſaved,” and again, I am come 
« that ye might have life, and that ye migh 
* . *© ycu might have it more abundantly.” Thi 
is the bottom of this great river of water 0 
life, and of its proceeding from the throne 0 
God and of the Lamb: it is that we might be 
- ſaved : it is that we might live. What a good 
bottom is here! what a ſound-bottom is here 


But a few deep rivers have a good bottom 
Mud is at the bottom of moſt waters in tig. 
world, even the fea when it worketh, caſts ul £ 
mire and dirt, and ſo do the hearts of finners! 


4+ 


founder. Our ſalvation might have been laid 
upon a more difficalt bottom than this. It might 


have been laid on our works. God might have 


laid it there, and have been juſt, or he might 
Rave left us to have laid it where we would, andthen 


to be ſure we had laid it there, and ſo had made 
but a muddy bottom to have gone upon to life. 
But now, this river of water of life, it has a better 
bottom: (the water of life is as clear as cryſtal, 
look down to the bottom and ſee) we are juſ- 
tified freely by his grace, Rom. iii. 24. By 
% grace ye are ſaved 3 there is the bottom. 
Now grace, as I have ſhowed you, is a firm 
bottom to ſtand on, it is of grace that life might 
be ſure. Surely David was nat here, or ſurely 


this was not the river that he ſpake of, when he 


ſaid, “ I fink in deep waters where there is no 
«« ſtanding, I am come into deep waters where 
« the floods overflow me; deliver me out of the 
% mire, and let me not fink,” Rom. iv. 16. 


P/al. Ixix. 2314. I ſay, to be ſure this could 


not be the river: No, David had now ſtraggled 


aut of the way, and was tumbled into ſome pit, 


ot into ſome muddy * dirty hole; but as for 
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this river it has a good bottom, a bottom of fal- 
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vation by grace, and a man need nat cry out 


when he is here, that he finks, or that he is in 
danger of being drowned in mud or mire. 


Thirdly, the bottom of all is, as 1 ſaid, that 


wie might be ſaved by grace, and 1 will add, 
< through the redemption that is in Chriſt.““ 


This is ſtill better and better. We read that 
when Iſrael came over Jordan, the feet of the 


_ Prieſts that did bear the ark, ſtood on firm 


ground in the bottom, and that they ſet up great 
ſtones for a memorial thereof, Fob. ii. 17. and 


iii. 1, 2, 3- But had Jordan fo good a bottom, 


as has this moſt bleſſed river of water of life, or 


were the ſtone: that Iſrael took out thence, like 
«this tried ſtone, this ſure foundation? Ja. xvii. | 
16. O the throne ! this river comes Gut of the 
throne, and we are ſaved by grace through the | 
redemption that is in him, Heb. xi.-10, We | 


read that there is a city that has foundations, 
grace is one, Chriſt another, and the truth of 
all the prophets and the apoſtles, as to their | 
true doctrine, another, &c.; and again, all theſe 


axe the very bottom of this goodly river of the 
Water of life, Eh. ii. 9, 20. 


4thly, There is another ching to be ſeen at 


the bottom of this holy river, and that is, “ the 


glory of God;“ we are ſaved, ſaved by grace, 


ſaved by grace through the redemption that 1s | 


ia Chriſt, tothe praiſe and glory of God, And 
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what à good- bottom is here. Grace will not 

fail; Chriſt has been ſufficiently tried, and God 
will not loſe his glory; therefore they that 
drink of this river ſhall doubtleſs be ſaved, viz. 


chey that drink of it with the ſpiritual appetite 


to it : and thus much for the explication of the 


text. i 


I now come to make ſome uſe of the 
whole. | 
Vou know our diſcourſe has been at this time 
of the water of life, of its quantity, head- 
« ſpring, and quality; and T have ſhowed 
you that its nature is excellent, its quantity 
abundant, its head-ſpring glorious, and its qua- 
lity ſingularly good. | 

iſt, Let this then, in the firſt place, be a pro- 
vocation to us to be more free in making uſe 
af this water. There are many now a-days 
that are for inventing of waters to drink for 
the health of the body, and to allure thoſe that 
are ill to buy, they will praiſe their waters be- 


yond their worth. Yea, and if they be help- 


ful to one perſon in a hundred, they make as if 


they could cure every one. Well, here you 
have the great phyſician himſelf with his water, 


and he calls it the water of life, water of life 


for the ſoul ; this water is probatum eff, It has 
been proved times without number; it never 
fails, but where it is not taken. No diſeaſe 
comes amiſs to it, it cures blindneſs, deadneſs, 
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deafneſs; dumbneſs. . ** It makes the lips of 
them that are afleep to ſpeak,” Ad, xxvi. 28. 
La. v. 4, 5. Song vii. 9. This is the right holy 


water, (all other is counterfeit) it will drive 


away devils and ſpirits, it will eure inchant- 
ments and witchcrafts, it will heal the mad 


and lunatic, it will cure the moſt deſperate me- . | 


lancholy, it will diffolve doubts. and miſtruſts, 
though they are grown as hard as ſtone in the 
" heart, Gal. iii. 1, 2, 3. Mar. xvi. 17, 18. Ex. 
"XXxXV1. 26. Col. iv. 6. Ex. xxxvi. 25. It will 
make you. ſpeak well, it will make you have a 
white ſoul, and that is better than to have a 
white fein, It will make you taſte well, it will 
make you difretifh* all hurtful meats; it will 
beget in you a good appetite to that which is 
good, Ja. xxx. 22.; it will remove obſtructions 
in the ſtomach and liver; it will cauſe that 
what you receive of God's bread ſhall turn to 
nouriſhmemt, and make good blood, In a 
word, it preſerveth hfe : they that take this 
water ſhall live longer than did old Methuſa- 
lem, and yet he lived a great while, Gez. 
v. 27. 

Wherefore. let me continue my exhortation 
to you, be more free in making uſe of this 
e water,” Matt. xx. 3, 4, 5, 6. It is the 
wholeſomeſt water in the world, you may take 
it; you make it at the third, ſixth, ninth, or 
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eleventh hour, but to taſte it in the morning of 


your age is beſt, Eccl. xi. 1, 2, 3, 4-3 for then 


' diſeaſes have not gotten ſo great a head as when 


they are of long continuance, conſequently they 
will be removed with far more eaſe; beſides 


- thoſe that thus do, will receive endleſs life, and 


the comfort of it betimes ; and that, you know, 
is a double life to one. 
This water gently purges, and yet more ef- 


fectually than others. True, where bad hu- 


mours are more tough and churliſh, it will 
ſhow itſelf ſtronger of operation, for there is no 
diſeaſe can be too hard for it. It will, as we 
Tay, „throw the houſe out of the windows,“ 
but will rid us of the plague 6f thoſe moſt 
deadly infections that otherwiſe will be ſure to 
make ſleep in death, and bring us with the 
multitude down to hell. But it will do us no 
hurt, it only breaks our ſleep in fecurity, and 


brings us to a more quick apprehenſion of the 


plague of our heart and fleſh. It will, as I 
ſaid before, provoke to appetite, but make vs 


long after that which is wholeſome.—lf any 


alk why I thus allegorize, I anſwer, the text 
doth {ead me to it. ws 

Adly, 1 adviſe, therefore, in the next place, 
that thou get thee a dwelling-place by theſe 
waters: „ the beloved of the Lord ſhall dwell 
in ſafety by him, —_ the Lord ſhall cover 
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4 him all the day long,” Deut. xxxii. 12. If 


thou aſk, where that dwelling is? I anſwer, in 


the city of God, in, and- among the tabernacles 
of the Moft High. This river comes from the 
throne, to water the city of God; and to that 
end it is faid © to run in the midſt of the ſtreet of 


* it,” Rev. xxii. 2. If ye will inquire, return, 


come. The ſeed alfo of his fervants. ſhall in- 
herit it, “ and they that love his name ſhall 


* dwell therein,” P/al. lxix. 34, 35, 36. Get 
thee a dwelling in Jeruſalem, in the midſt of 


Feruſalem, and then thou wilt be ſeated by this 
river. 1 


In old times, the ancients had. their habit | 


tions by the rivers; yea, we read of Aroer, that 
ſtood upon the brink of the river Arnon, 70. 
X11. 9. Balaam had alſo his dwelling in his 
city Pethors** by the river of the land of the 
children of his people.“ Oh, by a river fide 
is the pleaſanteſt dwelling in the world, and of all 
rivers; the river of the water of life is the beſt. 
„ They that dwell there, ſhall not hunger 
** nor thirſt, neither ſhall the heat or ſun ſmite 
«« them, for he that hath mercy on them ſhall 
lead them, even by the ſprings of water ſhall 
he guide them,” J xlix. 10. P/al, i, 3. Jer. 
xvii. 8. Trees planted by the rivers, and that 
ſpread out their roots, they bring ſorth fruit in 


' their feaſon. And the promiſe is, that men 
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that take up their dwellings by this river of wa- 
ter of life, ſhall be fruitful as fuch trees. 
If thou be'ſt a Chriſtian, thou haſt more than 
an ordinary call, and occaſion to abide by theſe 
waters thy things will not grow but by theſe 
waters. Weeds, and the excellencies of moſt 
men, we may find in the barren wilderneſs, 
they grow under every hedge; but thine are 
garden, and fo thcice things, and will not 
thrive without much water of God's river; 
dwell therefore here, that thy ſou] may be as a 
watered, garden, Jer. xxxi. 12. Ja. XXil. 1, 
2, 3. And when thou ſeeſt how thoſe that are 
loth to die, make proviſion at Tunbridge, 
Epſom, the Bath, and other places and what 
houſes they get that they may have their dwel- 
lings by thoſe. waters, then do thou conſider of 
thy ſpiritual diſeaſe, and how nothing can cure 
thee but this bleſſed water of life ; be alſo much 
of deſi res to have a dwelling-place in Jeruſalem, 
that thou mayeſt always be nigh to theſe waters. 
Be often alſo in watering thy plants with theſe 
waters, I mean the blefſed graces of God in 
thy ſoul, then ſhalt thou grow and retain thy 
greenneſs, and prove thyfelf to be a diſciple in- 
deed. And herein is God, and thy Father glo- 
riſied that thou bear much fruit, Joba xiii. &. 
dly, My third word is, bleſs God for pro- 
viding for man ſuch waters, Theſe only can 
make us live; all others come out of the 
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dead ſei, and do kill: there is no living water 
but this. I ay, ſhow thy acceptation of it 
with thankſgiving; if we are not to receive our 
bread and cheeſe but with thankſgiving, 2 Cor. 
ix: 14, 15. how ſhould we bleſs God for this 


unſpeaka le gift This is ſoul life, life againſt 


ſin, ſin from fin ; life againſt the curſe, life be- 
yond hell, beyond deſert, beyond N be- 
yond defires. Life that's pleaſing, life that's 

profitable; life cyer aſting. Oh, my brethren, 

leſs God! Who doth good, and gives us ſuch 
rain, filling our hearts with food and gladneſs. 
When Moſes would take the heart of Iſrael, ayd 
took in hand to raiſe up their ſpirits to thank- 
fulneſs, he uſed to tell them that the land that 


they were to go to, was a land that God cared 


for, and that was watered with the dew of Hea- 


ven. Yea, a land of brooks. of water, of 


« fountains and deeps that ſpring out of the 
« yalleys and hills; a land that flowed with 
„milk and honey, which is the glory of all 
*« lands,” Deut. viii. 6, 7, 8. Exod. iii. 8. chap. 
xiii. 15. Lev. xx. 24. Numb. xiv. 8. But yet 
m his deſcription he makes no mention of a 
river of water of life; a river the ſtreams 
whereof make glad the city of God. 

This river is the running out of God's heart, 
the letting out his very bowels, for God is the 
living God. This is his heart and ſoul. © Yea, 
* 1 yu 2488 over them to do them geod, 
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« and I will plant them in this land aſſuredly, 
„ with my whole heart, and with my whole 
*« foul,” Jer. xxii. 41. I ſay, if ever God's 
heart and ſoul appeared, it ſhowed itfelf in giv- 


ing this water of life, and the throne from 


whence it proceeds. Wherefore all the reaſon 
of the world that in the reception of it, thy 
heart and ſoul ſhould run out and flow after 
him in thankſgiving. See how David words it 
in the hundred and third pſalm, all the firſt five 
verſes, and do likewiſe. 

4thly, By the characters that are given of 
this water of life, thou art capacitated to judge, 


when a notion, a doctrine, an opinion comes to 


thine ears, whether it 1s right good, and whole- 


fome, or how. This river is pure, is clear, is 
pure and clear as cryſtal. Is the doQrine of- 


fered unto thee ſo? or is it muddy, and mixed 
with the doQrines of men? look, man, and fee 
if the foot of the worſhippers of Bell be not 
there, and if the waters be not fouled thereby. 
What water is fouled, is not the water of life, 


or at leaſt not the water of life in its clearneſs. 


Wherefore, if thou findeſt it not right, go up 
higher to the ſpring-head, for always the near- 


er to the ſpring, the more pure and clear is the 


water. Fetch, then, thy doctrine from afar, if 
thou canſt not have it good nearer hand, 7:6 
xxxvi. 3. Thy life lies at ftake, the counter- 
feit of things is dangerous, every body that 1s 
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aware, is afraid thereof. Now a counterfeit 
here is moſt dangerous, is moſt deſtructive, 
wherefore take heed how you hear what you 
hear, for, as I ſaid before of the fiſh, by 
your colour it will be ſeen what waters you 
ſwim in; wherefore, look you well to your- 
ſelves. a” n 

5thly, Doth this water of life run like a ri- 
ver ?- like a broad, full, and deep river; then 


let no man, be his tranſgreſſions never ſo many, 


fear at all, but there is enough to ſave his ſoul, 
and to ſpare Nothing has been more common 
to many, than to doubt of the grace of God; 
a thing the moſt unbecoming a ſinner of any 
thing in the world. To break the law is a fact 
foul enough; but to queſtion the ſufficiency of 
the grace of God to ſave therefrom, is worſe 
than ſin, if worſe can be. Wherefore, deſpair- 
ing ſoul, for it is to thee I ſpeak, ſorbear thy 
miſtruſts, caſt of thy laviſh fears, bang thy 
miſgivings as to this upon the hedge, and be- 
lieve thou haft an invitation ſufficient thereto, a 
river is before thy face. And as for thy want 
of goodneſs and works, let that by no means 
daunt thee, this is a river of water of life, 
ſtreams of grace and mercy. There is, as I ſaid, 
enough therein to help thee, for grace brings 
all that is wanting to the ſoul. Thou therefore 
haſt nothing to do, I mean as to the curing of 
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thy ſoul of its doubts and fears, and deſpairing 

thoughts, but to drink and live for ever, 
6thly, But what is all this to the dead world ? 

to them that love to be dead; they toſs their 

vanities about as the boys toſs their ſhittle- 

cocks in the air, till their foot ſlips, and them- 
ſelves deſcend into the pit. | 
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